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INTRODUCTION  BY  THE  EDITOR 


Harry  E.  Sal  yards 

Perspective.  It^s  something  we  need  to  continue  to 
aspire  to. 

We  collect  copper  coins  by  die  variety  because  other 
men  and  women  did  so  before  us,  some  of  whom  wrote  engaging 
books  on  the  pursuit.  Not  everyone  who  ever  had  an  Interest 
In  numismatics  would  share  In  this  passion,  for  passion  It 
is--and  thus  subject  to  a certain  measure  of  Irrationality. 
Listen,  for  example,  to  C.  Wilson  Peck,  who  ''wrote  the  book" 
on  English  copper,  discussing  coinage  of  the  steam  era  (1797 
f orward)--af ter  noting  "what  may  appear,  at  first  glance,  to 
be  an  excessive  amount  of  detailed  description"  In  the  Soho 
mint  section,  he  goes  on  to  say. 

There  is  considerable  difference  of 
opinion  as  to  how  far  the  recording 
of  di e-var 1 et 1 es  is  necessary  or  even 
useful.  Needless  to  say,  a study  of 
these  variations  is  often  essential 
for  special  Investigations.  But  to 
what  extent  is  it  necessary  to  probe 
and  record . . . ? 

To  what  extent,  indeed.  The  fate  of  the  world  does  not  hang 
in  the  balance,  depending  on  what  we  publish,  or  whose  half 
cent  book  we  use  for  attributing  coins,  or  whose  grading  we 
find  most  congenial,  or  whose  condition  census  we  adhere  to. 
And  yet,  an  enormous  amount  of  energy  has  been  expended  upon 
these,  and  other  disputes.  Dissent  can  be  constructive;  but 
nursed  grudges  are  purely  corrosive. 

It"s  time  for  us  to  pull  together. 

Thus  I welcome  the  news  of  the  Condition  Census  Commit- 
tee included  in  this  issue.  Please  read  about  it,  and  read 
Jack  Robinson"s  thoughtful  perspective  in  the  "Letters"  sec- 
tion. If  this  organization  is  to  be  fundamentally  about 
early  American  copper,  and  not  about  "who  did  what  to  whose 
coin,"  it"s  a start  which  we  need  to  make.  Future  collec- 
tors won"t  indict  us  for  having  had  disagreements,  or  even 
personality  conflicts;  they  will  indict  us.  Justifiably,  if 
we  don"t  make  this  effort  to  further  refine  what  we  KNOW. 

I thank  all  of  you  for  your  support  in  1993,  and  wish 
you  ail  a joyful  Holiday  Season. 
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NOTES  ON  THE  BOOBY  HEAD  REVERSES 

Randy  Snyder 


Having  made  the  error  of  purchasing  the  wrong  "Booby  Head"  cent  for  my  die 
variety  collection  numerous  times,  both  by  obtaining  misattributed  specimens  from 
knowledgeable  specialists  and  by  cherrying  my  own  mistakes,  I came  to  the  realization 
my  greatest  defense  against  repeating  these  mistakes  lies  in  the  careful  study  of  these 
cents,  to  try  to  develop  an  understanding  of  the  small  differences  that  separate  one  die 
from  another.  As  I studied  the  various  pictures,  plates,  and  coins  available  to  me,  I began 
to  see  these  odd  old  cents  in  a different  light.  My  observations  cause  me  to  stray  from 
the  beliefs  held  by  most  specialists  today.  So,  I commit  my  observations  to  print  for  the 
consideration  of  others  infected  with  this  propensity  to  collect  and  study  old  "pennies." 

I am  really  very  interested  in  receiving  feedback  from  both  those  who  are  inclined 
to  agree  and  from  those  who  find  themselves  in  disagreement  with  the  observations  set 
forth  here. 

One  of  the  really  fascinating  things  about  the  Booby  Head  series,  aside  from  it 
being  a one  year  type,  is  its  historical  revisions.  Looking  back  through  the  years,  from  the 
works  of  Andrews  to  Newcomb  to  the  current  monumental  work  of  John  Wright,  it  is 
evident  that  these  cents  have  been  rearranged  with  every  book.  Andrews  believed  that 
his  numbers  6 and  7 shared  a common  reverse;  Newcomb  disagreed.  Newcomb  believed 
that  his  #5  and  #10  were  separate  varieties.  Today  most  agree  with  John  Wright's 
theory  that  10  is  a late  state  of  5,  combing  Newcomb's  reverses  E and  H.  Newcomb 
thought  7 to  be  the  earliest  die  state  (unfinished)  of  reverse  H while  John  Wright's  theory 
puts  7's  reverse  as  the  latest  die  state  of  reverse  E.  Also  today  most  believe  that  6 and 
1 1 share  a common  reverse,  formerly  Newcomb's  F and  I,  reverse  I having  been 
discounted  as  a late  state  of  F.  This  may  sound  a little  confusing  but  it  is  important  to 
remember  that  these  cents  are  the  product  of  fully  hubbed  dies  and  as  such  can  be  pretty 
tricky  to  tell  apart.  The  apparent  retouchings  and  heavy  lappings  seen  on  some  of  these 
reverses  seem  to  complicate  the  Booby  Heads  from  a historical  point  of  view. 

In  the  retracing  of  all  these  changes,  I took  a long  hard  look  at  the  evidence,  and 
I have  come  to  a different  point  of  view  on  these  Booby  Heads  of  1839. 

In  the  1 830's  there  occurred  the  transition  from  the  old  hand  punched  dies  to  the 
fully  hubbed  dies.  The  result  of  this  transition  is  evident  on  the  cents  produced  after 
1839.  All  'late  date'  large  cents  starting  with  the  Petite  Head  style  exhibit  a sameness 
that  is  the  result  of  a successful  hubbing  method  of  producing  dies.  The  only  great 
differences  occur  in  the  date  placement  as  the  date  was  evidently  added  separately.  The 
only  other  distinctives  involve  cracks  and  the  marks  left  by  die  polishing. 

The  actual  practice  of  hubbing  is  a simple  one.  A master  die  is  created,  from  this 
master  working  hubs  are  raised.  A hub  is  really  nothing  more  than  a one  piece  die  making 
punch  which  has  the  exact  appearance  of  the  finished  coin.  A blank  coinage  die  is  then 
impressed  with  this  hub.  The  die  is  then  hardened  and  put  into  service.  This  method, 
theoretically,  produces  identical  dies  for  as  long  as  the  master  die  and  hubs  last. 

Usually  any  needed  change  or  improvement  to  a coinage  die  is  done  before  the  die 
is  hardened.  The  reasoning  for  this  is  pretty  obvious  to  anyone  who  has  tried  to  chisel 
a mark  into  a piece  of  hardened  steel;  its  tough  on  the  chisel. 
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N 5 and  N 10 


Newcomb  believed  that  N5  and  N10  are  two  different  die  varieties.  It  was  his 
belief  that  although  they  share  a common  obverse,  the  reverses  are  not  the  same.  Today 
most  agree  with  the  theory  that  N5  and  N10  are  two  die  states  of  the  same  die  pair.  It 
is  theorized  that  one  reverse  (Newcomb's  E on  N5)  was  heavily  lapped  and  then  some  of 
the  details  were  touched  up,  including  the  addition  of  a berry  to  the  wreath.  This  is  a 
plausible  theory  in  light  of  major  die  state  changes.  No  late  die  state  for  N5  is  known  and 
no  early  'not  lapped'  die  state  for  NIO  is  known. 

The  addition  of  a berry  has  always  stood  as  a mystery  to  me  ever  since  my  first 
becoming  familiar  with  that  aspect  of  the  same  die  theory.  It  just  never  did  sit  well  with 
my  own  beliefs  on  how  dies  were  made,  used,  and  maintained  at  the  mint.  In  addition 
to  this  there  has  been  one  outstanding  feature  that  has  troubled  me  when  considering  the 
'same  die'  theory.  In  examining  the  plates  of  these  varieties  side  by  side,  specifically 
those  in  The  Cent  Book  by  John  D.  Wright  and  United  States  Large  Cents  1816  - 1839 
by  William  Noyes,  there  appears  to  be  a die  state  problem.  The  'early'  die  state  coin,  N5, 
has  a distinct  middle  die  state  appearance.  Flow  lines  are  beginning  to  form  and  the 
dentilation  is  beginning  to  fade.  The  reverse  that  is  supposed  to  be  the  late  state  after 
lapping  and  repairs,  NIO,  has  the  kind  of  sharpness  around  the  outer  edges  and  through 
the  dentilation  that  I'd  expect  to  see  on  an  early  die  state  coin. 

There  seems  to  be  a contradiction  here.  Obviously,  when  the  supposed  late  state 
looks  earlier  and  'crisper'  than  the  supposed  early  state,  then  something  is  amiss. 

Based  on  this  I became  skeptical;  a mysterious  addition  of  a berry  and  now  a die 
state  contradiction.  I began  to  believe  these  to  be  two  different  dies,  just  as  H.  R. 
Newcomb  said.  I believed  that  the  proof  would  be  found  in  the  close  examination  of  the 
die  state,  not  the  major  die  state  that  suggested  that  these  dies  are  the  same,  but  the 
micro  die  state,  the  slow,  unspectacular  wear  cycle  seen  in  the  dentilation  of  the  struck 
coin. 


There  are  just  so  many  impressions  a cent  die  can  make  before  wear  takes  its  toll. 
In  the  middle  and  late  date  cents,  die  state  can  be  detected  by  the  amount  of  die  wear 
seen  in  the  dentilation  of  the  struck  coin.  Most  coin  collectors  are  familiar  with  the  term 
'choice  early  die  state'.  This  statement  refers  to  a coin  with  a new  die  appearance,  with 
flat  smooth  fields  and  crisp  clear  dentilation  in  bold  relief.  As  the  die's  wear  cycle 
progresses,  flow  lines  form  and  dentilation  becomes  blurry  and  weak.  Dentils  seem  to 
grow  together  as  the  die's  outer  periphery  begins  to  dish.  Still  later  in  the  die's  life,  stars 
and  lettering  stretch  toward  the  rim  as  the  dishing  overcomes  the  dentilation  completely. 
The  reason  for  this  is  simple  — friction.  The  outer  periphery  of  the  die  is  the  area  to 
receive  the  most  friction  during  the  striking  of  coins.  When  pressure  is  applied  to  a 
planchet  between  the  dies  the  copper  moves,  first  filling  the  recesses  of  the  dies,  then 
outward  to  form  the  edge  and  rim.  It  is  this  outward  movement  that  creates  the  friction 
that  results  in  die  wear.  The  closer  to  the  edge  of  the  die  the  more  friction  is  generated. 
This  is  the  root  cause  of  all  flowlining,  dishing,  and  dentil  fading. 

My  original  intent  was  to  prove  these  are  two  different  dies  using  visible  die  wear 
as  the  evidence,  and  there  is  sufficient  evidence  to  prove  this  — but  I found  more.  While 
carefully  searching  for  flowlines  and  related  die  wear  I noticed  that  that  the  dentilation  is 
shifted.  Sometimes  things  don't  just  click,  they  snap! 

Not  only  don't  the  die  states  match  up  but  the  alignment  of  the  dentilation  doesn't 
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match  either.  This  is  clearly  evident  if  one  attempts  to  align  the  lettering  on  the  reverse  \with 
the  dentils.  There  is  a one  half  a dentil's  width  shift  in  the  alignment.  This  is  diagnostic  of 
two  separate  dies.  Most  evident  is  the  shift  over  the  last  'A'  in  AMERICA.  Reverse  H has 
its  final  'A'  nearly  dotted  by  a dentil  while  reverse  E's  final  'A'  points  squarely  between  the 
dentils.  The  final  'A'  is  quick  and  easy  to  remember  but  all  dentil  to  lettering  alignments  are 
so  shifted. 

Reverse  E and  reverse  H are  not  the  same,  and  therefore,  N1 0 is  not  a late  state  of  N5. 
It  is  a separate  variety  altogether. 


1839  N-5,  closeup 


1 839  N- 1 0,  closeup 

Photos  Courtesy  John  D.  Wrioht 
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N 6 and  N 1 1 


Here  is  another  pair  of  reverse  dies  Newcomb  believed  to  be  different  but  are  now 
thought  to  be  different  die  states  of  one  die.  N1 1 is  considered  the  early  die  state  for  this 
reverse  (Newcomb's  I),  followed  by  N6  as  the  late  state  of  the  same  reverse  (Newcomb's 
F). 


In  comparing  these  two  side  by  side  it  can  be  seen  that  the  early  state  reverse  on 
N1 1 shows  its  wreath  in  clear  relief  with  all  leaves  attached  to  the  stem.  The  late  state 
seen  on  N6  looks  lapped  as  evident  by  the  obvious  low  relief  of  the  wreath  and  the  leaf 
below  '1C'  in  AMERICA  that  has  become  detached  from  its  stem.  All  diagnostic  points 
are  the  same  with  the  exception  of  the  outer  berry  under  'TED'  in  UNITED.  It  is  believed 
that  this  berry  was  reworked  after  a heavy  lapping  as  it  appears  on  the  'later  die  state' 
in  bolder  relief  and  in  a slightly  different  position  than  the  proposed  early  die  state. 

Here  again  I see  a die  state  problem.  In  comparing  the  plates  of  these  coins  it  is 
obvious  that  there  is  die-wear  inconsistency.  The  early  state  coin  N1 1 is  so  heavily 
flowlined  that  the  dentilation  is  blurry,  while  on  the  late  state  N6  reverse  I see  crisp, 
needle-sharp  dentilation. 

Can  lapping  improve  the  appearance  of  dentilation?  No,  not  in  the  manner 
necessary  to  cause  these  to  appear  new.  All  lapping  can  do  is  flatten  the  fields  and 
reduce  the  depth  of  relief  by  planing  off  the  highest  surface  of  the  die  that  corresponds 
to  the  lowest  surfaces  of  the  coin,  the  fields.  Lapping  cannot  add  detail,  it  can  only 
remove  it. 

Can  dentilation  be  repaired?  I have  never  seen  or  heard  of  dentilation  being 
repaired  on  any  coin.  It  probably  cannot  be.  The  problem  here  is  that  the  dentilation 
feature  is  in  deep  relief  on  the  face  of  the  die,  as  deep  as  the  wreath  itself.  Wear  to  this 
area  is  the  result  of  loss  of  die  steel  caused  by  the  aforementioned  friction.  Re-engraving 
would  only  aggravate  this  situation  and  result  in  dentilation  with  a totally  different 
appearance.  Another  problem  is  that  the  die  has  been  hardened.  There  is  no  way  to 
replace  this  feature  without  first  re-softening  the  die  and  that  would  ruin  the  fine  detail, 
as  it  requires  more  heat  to  soften  than  to  harden  a piece  of  steel. 

Certainly,  some  hand  strengthening  could  be  done  to  a hardened  die,  but  only  on 
a very  small  scale.  A berry  or  small  stem  yes,  but  not  dentilation. 

So,  here  again  are  two  different  dies.  The  dentilation  shows  this  quite  clearly  in 
that  a mismatch  in  the  supposed  wear  cycle  of  the  dies  is  demonstrated.  This  pair  of  dies 
may  also  demonstrate  something  else. 

Where  is  the  early  die  state  for  N6's  reverse?  Who  has  seen  one  that  hasn't  been 
lapped?  Was  it  lapped  as  new  or  is  there  another  reason  for  this  and  other  die's  low 
relief? 


I fix  the  emission  sequence  of  reverse  H at  1 2-10-7.  This  goes  against  what  would 
be  expected  if  the  old  sequence  was  5/10-1  2-7,  but  here  again  the  'micro  die  state'  tells 
a slightly  different  story.  I see  12  superior  to  10,  and  7 in  the  rear  for  its  lapped  look. 
That  is  if  reverse  H is  all  one  die.  It  very  well  may  not  be. 
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If  I have  learned  anything  from  this  examination,  it  is  this:  The  Booby  reverses  as 
new  originated  with  variations  of  relief.  Whether  or  not  these  dies  were  actually  lapped 
is  a matter  of  speculation  but  it  is  clear  that  weaker  dies  were  touched  up.  It  is  my 
opinion  that  this  touch-up  work  was  done  as  part  of  the  completion  of  new  dies  and  no 
Booby  reverse  was  touched  up  after  being  put  into  service. 

Now  that  reverses  F and  I can  be  compared  side  by  side  as  different  dies  a 
different  picture  emerges.  Here  we  have  two  dies,  probably  from  the  same  working  hub, 
in  completely  different  relief.  This  is  what  caused  all  the  confusion  over  'die  state'.  It 
was  in  attempting  to  explain  that  these  lapped-looking  dies  must  have  been  used  before 
that  these  nearly  identical  dies  were  paired  as  a single  die. 

Any  number  of  possibilities  or  combination  of  causes  would  result  in  dies  with  a 
distinctly  lapped  appearance;  only  one  is  lapping.  Along  with  lapping,  the  low  relief  seen 
on  some  of  these  reverses  could  have  been  a problem  with  the  hubbing  itself.  This  was 
1839;  hubbing  was  still  a new  way  to  produce  dies.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  there 
are  no  doubled  dies  seen  in  this  early  era  of  full  hubbing.  There  are  some,  however,  seen 
in  the  late  date  cents  (1840  - 1 857).  Multiple  hub  impressions  to  fully  bring  out  the  detail 
may  have  been  a new  trick  in  the  1840's  but,  when  was  this  learned?  The  two  cent 
piece  of  1 846  - 1 873  abounds  with  doubled  dies.  There  are  several  varieties  of  doubled 
die  seen  on  the  Flying  Eagle  cent  of  1857.  Even  today's  mint  occasionally  produces  a 
doubled  die  coin.  This  could  be  interpreted  as  an  indication  that  the  mint  of  1839  used 
only  single  hub  impressions  to  create  a die.  This  could  cause  dies  to  show  variations  in 
relief.  Other  causes  of  low  relief  in  the  die  could  involve  the  design  or  even  the 
metallurgy  of  the  day.  And  then  there  are  the  possible  combinations  of  any  of  these. 

So,  variations  in  the  relief  seen  on  these  dies  has  caused  a lot  of  confusion.  Was 
Newcomb  confused  by  reverse  H?  Newcomb  referred  to  reverse  H as  "state  A"  and 
"unfinished"  on  his  number  7 and  followed  though  on  this  idea  by  referring  to  10  and 
1 2's  reverse  as  "state  B."  I find  this  very  puzzling.  Here  is  a master  numismatist,  familiar 
with  ail  forms  of  die  state  progressions,  putting  a lapped  looking  die  in  front  of  versions 
with  complete  detail.  I wonder  what  kind  of  evidence  this  was  based  on.  To  me,  this 
reads  like  a forced  assumption.  But  what  is  the  right  answer  when  one  is  confronted  by 
two  indistinguishable  dies  in  different  relief?  The  evidence  is  clear  it's  the  interpretation 
that  seems  to  be  the  wild  card  here. 


************* 


MAJOR  DIE  STATES  OF  1848  CENTS,  PART  3 

Daniel  Argyro 


Several  days  ago  I received  a call  from  an  EAC  member  with  a question.  I feel  a 
word  of  explanation  may  clarify  things  for  everyone. 

How  could  N-5a  be  a valid  Die  State  if  none  are  known? 
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The  reverse  die  for  N-5  was  not  used  to  strike  any  other  variety.  This  would  mean 
that  the  die  was  new  and  uncracked  during  initial  striking.  Cracking  may  have  occurred 
shortly  after  the  die  was  placed  into  service,  but  uncracked  examples  must  exist. 

Anyone  with  questions,  or  coins  I should  examine,  please  call  or  write.  PO  Box 
1463,  Buffalo,  NY  14215.  716  - 832  - 6118 

N-13 


N-13a 

Obv: 

Diagonal  lines  up  to  right  through  TY.  Lines  down  slightly  to  right 
from  main  curl  to  inner  curl.  Strong  point  down  to  right  from  main 
curl  just  below  inner  bun.  Many  lines  from  dentils,  strongest  up  to 
left  below  second  8,  between  stars  1 and  2,  at  star  6,  between  stars 
6 and  7,  and  between  stars  12  and  13. 

Rev: 

Crumbling  around  legend  and  wreath,  strongest  at  ONE  and  AME. 
Heaviest  crumbling  at  top  of  0 in  ONE. 

N-13b 

Obv: 

Defects  fade  but  remain  visible.  Dash  at  T strong. 

Rev: 

Crumbling  advances;  legend  and  wreath  sink. 

N-13c 

Obv: 

Same  as  N-1 3b 

Rev: 

Rim  break  over  TES.  (R6) 

N-14 

N-14a 

Obv: 

Lines  down  to  right  from  dentils  at  star  5 to  coronet  and  curl.  These 

pass  through  head  and  emerge  as  lines  and  points  from  back  of  head 
and  lowest  curl  down  to  dentils  at  stars  12  and  13.  Horizontal  line 
near  dentil  under  48.  Strong  points  down  to  right  from  back  of  head. 


Rev: 

Short  points  down  to  left  from  left  upright  of  N and  E in  ONE.  Long 
engraver's  scratch  to  left  from  left  top  of  U in  UNITED.  (R8-I-, 
Presently  unknown) 

N-14b 

Obv: 

Same  as  N-1 4a 

Rev: 

Cracked  through  tops  of  MERIC  to  dentils  over  left  side  of  A,  and 
from  tip  of  ribbon  to  dentils. 

N-1 4c 

Obv: 

Lines  fade  but  remain  visible. 

Rev: 

Additional  crack,  dentils  to  left  top  of  M. 

N-14d 

Obv: 

Lines  star  5 to  head,  star  1 2 to  curl  gone.  Line  below  8 weak,  as  are 
points  from  main  curl. 

Rev: 

Additional  cracks,  D in  UNITED  to  top  of  lower  serif  in  S,  through 
tops  of  STATES  to  dentils  over  left  side  of  0. 

N-14e 

Obv: 

Same  as  N-14d 

Rev: 

Additional  crack,  final  A in  AMERICA  up  to  left  to  dentils  where  it 
joins  earlier  crack. 

N-1  5 

N-1  5a 

Obv: 

Many  vertical  lines  down  from  inner  bun,  main  curl,  and  inner  curl  to 

lower  curl.  Fine  lines  up  to  left  from  lower  part  of  neck.  Vertical 
lines  down  from  chin.  Extremely  heavy  hub  defect  roughness  around 
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dentils  between  stars  1-4,  lighter  between  stars  4-5,  6-8,  9-1 1 , and 
13  to  date.  Stars  1-4  have  lump  near  outer  point.  Star  2 recut  on 
its  two  lower  right  points. 

Rev: 

Short,  dull  point  up  from  left  top  of  0 in  ONE.  Smaller  points  on  top 
of  E in  CENT.  Two  stronger  points  to  left  from  left  upright  of  M in 
AMERICA.  Several  dull  lines  down  to  left  through  ERIC,  strongest 
from  left  side  of  1.  Many  lapping  lines  down  slightly  to  left  cover 
field,  strongest  at  junction  of  bases  of  C and  E in  CENT,  tops  of  N 
and  E in  ONE,  and  at  the  left  foot  of  first  A and  right  foot  of  final  A 
in  AMERICA. 

N-15b 

Obv: 

Same  as  N-1 5a 

Rev: 

Crack,  dentils  over  A through  tops  TES  to  dentils.  This  crack  is  very 
faint.  Lapping  lines  gone. 

N-15C 

Obv: 

Lines  fade  but  are  visible. 

Rev: 

Points  at  M gone. 

N-15d 

Obv: 

Same  as  N-1  5c 

Rev: 

All  points  gone,  except  one  on  top  0 in  ONE. 

N-15e 

Obv: 

Same  as  N-1  5c 

Rev: 

Additional  fine  cracks  through  tops  of  UNITED,  ST,  and  MER. 

N-16 

N-16a 

Obv: 

Recutting  outside  lower  left  edge  of  second  8.  Die  scratches  at 

dentil  tips  stars  2 to  3.  Dot  below  left  base  of  4 midway  between 
4 and  dentils.  The  4 is  repunched  leaving  vertical  lines  in  center  of 
triangle  and  one  strong  point  down  from  crossbar  right  of  upright. 
Strong  line  down  to  left  from  dentils  between  stars  6 and  7,  toward 
star  6.  Scratch  up  to  right  from  lower  serif  of  E.  Points  up  from 
bust  to  neck;  others  at  inner  curl.  Points  up  to  right  from  main  curl. 
Sharp  line  down  to  right  in  front  of  eye. 


Rev: 

Strong  point  down  to  right  from  right  upright  of  N in  CENT.  A line 
at  the  same  angle  inside  top  of  E in  CENT.  Small  lump  on  base  of  E 
in  CENT.  Fine  lapping  lines  down  to  right  in  field. 

N-16b 

Obv: 

Recutting  at  8 gone.  Die  scratches  at  dentil  tips  gone. 

Rev: 

Same  as  N-1  6a 

N-16c 

Obv: 

Dot  under  4 gone. 

Rev: 

Crack  from  dentils  left  of  U through  tops  UNITED.  Lapping  lines 
gone. 

N-16d 

Obv: 

Lines  fade  but  remain  visible. 

Rev: 

Clashing  creates  curved  line  from  center  of  leaf  over  0 in  ONE  to  tip 
of  leaf  left  of  0 in  ONE,  almost  touching  the  0. 

N-16e 

Obv: 

Clashing  creates  a long  point  to  right  from  inner  curl  and  raised  areas 
at  throat  and  chin. 

Rev: 

Crack  at  UNITE  extends  weakly  to  D. 

N-16f 

Obv: 

Same  as  N-1 6e 

Rev: 

Sinking  around  entire  legend. 
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N-17 


N-17a 

Obv: 

All  digits  recut  on  their  lower  left  edges.  Several  lines  from  right  side 
of  eye,  strongest  is  a long  curved  line  below  eye.  Field  is  rough  at 
dentil  tips. 

Rev: 

Sharp,  almost  vertical  lapping  line  from  leaf  below  up  to  first  T in 
STATES.  Several  small  lumps  on  inside  edge  of  left  pendant  of  T in 
CENT.  Engraver's  scratches  join  tops  of  UNI  AT  TE.  Strong 
doubling  on  OF  AMER.  Fine  parallel  lines  over  UN> 

N-17b 

Obv: 

Recutting  seen  on  4 only;  upright  and  lower  serif  of  crossbar  recut 
on  left  side. 

Rev: 

Doubling  on  OF  AMER  gone,  lump  on  upright  of  E in  AMERICA.  Lines 
over  UN  gone. 

N-17c 

Obv: 

Line  down  from  crossbar  gone.  Roughness  forms  around  inner  curl. 

Rev: 

Lapping  line  at  T gone.  Lump  develops  on  base  of  E in  ONE. 

N-17d 

Obv: 

Curved  line  under  eye  obscured  by  roughness. 

Rev: 

Same  as  N-1 7c. 

N-18 

N-18a 

Obv: 

Second  8 is  thicker  than  first  8,  especially  on  the  right  side.  Lines 
join  right  bottom  of  second  8 to  dentils.  Another  line  from  between 
dentils  under  second  8 extends  up  to  left  almost  to  right  base  of  4. 
Three  dentils  under  second  8 are  shorter  than  normal. 

Rev: 

Lines  up  from  tops  of  TED,  both  T's  in  STATES,  and  through  R to 
dentils.  Strongest  line  to  first  T in  STATES.  Horizontal  line  over  tops 
of  UN.  Lumps  on  bottoms  of  ENT  and  top  of  N in  CENT.  Fine  line 
joins  tops  of  UNITE. 

N-18b 

Obv: 

Field  becomes  rough. 

Rev: 

Line  through  tops  of  UNITE  gone.  Tops  and  bottoms  of  CE  and  tops 
of  NT  in  CENT  become  joined  by  crumbling. 

N-18c 

Obv: 

Lapping  reduces  size  of  all  digits  in  date,  which  makes  the  1 appear 
farther  from  the  bust  and  dentils.  Second  8 still  oversized. 
Scratches  below  48  very  faint. 

Rev: 

Same  as  N-1 8b 

N-18d 

Obv: 

Crack  from  back  of  head  to  rim,  just  above  star  1 1 . Begins  as  a 
wave  in  the  die. 

Rev: 

Very  rough  and  sinks,  especially  from  CA  to  stem,  ribbon,  and  U. 

m + ) 

N-18e 

Obv: 

Crack  extends  through  face  to  rim  just  below  star  3.  Another  crack 
from  rim  left  of  star  1 passing  horizontally  through  star  1 and  lower 
part  of  bust  and  curls  to  top  of  star  1 3 to  rim  below  star  1 2.  Crack 
from  N-18d  becomes  stronger. 

Rev: 

Lapping  removes  most  defects.  (R7) 
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N-19 


N-19a  Obv:  Fine  line  crosses  upright  of  1 close  above  base.  848  finely  recut, 

strongest  below  second  8.  Short  dull  point  up  to  left  from  lower  part 
of  neck.  Point  to  left  from  neck  just  below  throat.  Fine  lapping  lines 
in  various  directions  cover  much  of  field;  strongest  single  line  is  a dull 
one  down  to  right  from  chin  to  left  foot  of  1 . 

Rev;  Scratch  on  rim  over  TED.  Die  is  heavily  lapped  and  depth  of  field  is 
very  shallow.  (R6) 

(To  Be  Continued) 


********^**** 


NEW  JERSEY  COPPERS:  PART  11:  MARIS  34v 

John  Griffee 


A coin  is  a coin  is  a coin.  That  phraseology  might  be  satisfactory  for  a Gertrude 
Stein  in  describing  a delicate  rose  but  when  it  comes  to  coins  it  is  a different  story. 

New  Jersey  copper  coinage  is  over  200  years  old  and  although  some  may  be 
showing  their  age,  with  the  increasing  number  of  collectors,  the  surviving  coins  are  being 
lovingly  cared  for. 

In  the  case  of  34v,  the  reverse  (small  shield)  die  makes  the  difference  in  rarity.  It 
was  a weak  and  metallurgically  fragile  die  resulting  in  early  disintegration  before 
significant  quantities  were  produced.  While  the  reverse  v was  short-lived,  the  34  obverse 
seems  to  have  been  indestructible. 

The  34  obverse  was  used  previously  by  Mathias  Ogden  when  he  reopened  the 
Rahway  minting  facilities  to  produce  34J  (a  R2  coin).  Ogden  must  have  been  short  of 
planchets  at  this  time  because  half  of  the  surviving  34v  coins,  listed  below,  are 
overstruck  on  New  Jersey  or  Connecticut  coins,  and  a great  number  were  overstruck  on 
34J  and  35J  New  Jersey's.  Some  were  triplestruck-note  coin  #5  below  owned  by  Scott 
Barnes,  and  Bill  Anton's  #18. 

Michael  Hodder  has  done  considerable  research  on  34J  and  34v  and  the  production 
of  the  "J"  reverse.  Although  34v  is  dated  1787,  Hodder,  in  a small  footnote  below  Lot 
1594  in  the  Bowers  and  Merena  Saccone  auction  in  November,  1989  (coin  #10  below), 
concluded,  "From  the  state  of  the  obverse,  this  example  was  struck  after  the  34J  ...  or 
in  other  words,  in  1788  or  later."  In  a nutshell,  it  was  backdated.  Why?  It  was  not 
illegal  to  mint  these  coins  in  1788,  although  it  would  have  been  if  they  were  minted  after 
January  1 , 1 789.  Maybe  the  34v  coins  were  not  produced  until  after  Ogden  moved  the 
equipment  from  Rahway  to  the  barn  in  back  of  his  house  on  Water  Street  in 
Elizabethtown  (Elizabeth),  New  Jersey. 
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Why  is  it— the  more  we  know,  the  less  we  know? 


Listed  below  are  all  the  34v's  in  auction  catalogs  where  I do  not  know  the  present 
owner  or  location  of  the  coin.  If  you  own  one  of  these  coins,  or  know  of  someone  who 
does,  please  let  me  know.  The  greater  the  input  the  more  accurate  the  condition  census 


will  be.  A 'P'  means  the  coin  was  plated. 


N.Y.  Coin,  Parmelee  6/1890 

N.Y.  Coin,  Parmelee  6/1890 

Schulman,  Spiro  3/55 

Stack's,  Kissner  6/75 

Stack's,  bal.  Robison  5/82 

Stack's,  Bareford  5/84 

Stack's,  Picker  10/84 

Stack's,  Foreman  5/89 

Stack's,  Foreman  5/89 

Stack's,  Foreman  5/89 


'L'  is  short  for  "Lot". 


Fair 

— 

part  of  L406 

Poor,  holed 

— 

part  of  L406 

VF,  rough 

— 

LI  507 

G 

— 

LI  03 

AG 

— 

Part  of  LI  1 9 

F o/Conn 

P 

LI  50 

VG 

— 

L206 

F/VG,  dbl/s 

P 

LI  376 

G 

— 

L1377 

F/G,  0/35J 

— 

L1378 

From  information  obtained  from  N.J.  copper  collectors  known  to  me,  and  I do  not 
list  any  owner  without  permission,  I have  compiled  the  following  condition  census  for 


Bill  Anton 
Bill  Anton 
Richard  August 

Peter  Scherff ; B & M,  Frontenac,  11/91,  LI  58 

Scott  Barnes;  B & M,  Quartette,  3/92,  LI  356;  H.  Garrett 

Noted  Western  collector;  F.C.C.  Boyd 

Bill  Anton;  B & M,  Taylor,  3/87,  L2208 

Schulman,  Spiro,  3/55,  LI  507 

Noted  Western  Collector,  F.C.C.  Boyd 

John  Griffee;  B & M,  Saccone,  1 1 /89,  LI  594;  Harry  Rescigno; 

Stack's,  Picker,  10/84,  L208 

Stack's,  Bareford,  5/84,  LI  50;  Schulman,  Spiro,  3/55,  LI  506 
Northeastern  collector;  Tony  Terranova 
ANS;  Henry  Grunthal  (1945) 

Stack's,  Foreman,  5/89,  LI  376;  B & M,  Taylor,  3/87,  L2207; 

New  Netherlands,  12/68,  L399;  Dr.  Hall 

Tom  Rinaldo,  Fixed  PL,  7/93,  #16;  Stack's,  Starr,  1/93, 

LI  001:  Mike  Ringo  FPL,  9/92,  #108;  B & M,  Quartette, 

3/92,  LI  357;  H.  Garrett 

Richard  August 

Stack's,  Foreman,  5/89,  LI  378 

Bill  Anton;  Stack's,  Picker,  10/84,  L207 

Stack's,  Picker,  10/84,  L206;  John  Garrett;  Henkels,  Maris, 

6/1886,  L417 

ANS;  Henry  Grunthal  (1945) 

Conn  State  Library 

Stack's,  Foreman,  5/89,  LI  377;  B & M,  Sherr,  6/84,  L3187 
Stack's,  Kissner,  6/75,  LI 03;  Damon  Douglas 


34v. 

1. 

AU55 

2. 

EF  0/35J 

3. 

VF35  o/Conn 

4. 

VF20  o/Conn 

5. 

VF20  0/35J/CT 

6. 

VF 

7. 

VF  o/Conn 

8. 

VF  rough 

9. 

F-i- 

10. 

F1  2 o/Conn 

1 1 . 

F o/Conn 

12. 

F 

13. 

F 0/34J 

14. 

F12/VG8  dib/s 

15. 

F12/VG8  0/35J 

16. 

F/G  o/Conn 

17. 

F/G  0/35J 

18. 

VG  o/34J/Verm 

19. 

VG 

20. 

VG  holed  o/CT 

21. 

G 

22. 

G 

23. 

G 
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24.  G 


NJHS,  March  1927;  bequest  of  Frederick  Canfield,  Dover, 
N.J. 


25.  AG 

26.  Fair  o/Conn 

27.  Poor  holed 


Stack's,  Bal.  Robison,  5/82,  part  of  L1 19 
N.Y.  Coin,  Parmelee,  6/1890,  part  of  L406 
N.Y.  Coin,  Parmelee,  6/1890,  part  of  L406 


Without  fear  of  contradiction,  I can  state  that  Maris  34v  is  an  R6  coin  (13  to  30 
pcs.).  Any  additions  or  corrections  to  the  above  condition  census  list  would  be  helpful. 

Do  you  own  an  unlisted  34v?  I would  appreciate  your  giving  me  all  the  relevant 
information  (grade,  auction,  or  dealer  details).  I look  forward  to  your  help  and  advice  for 
this  and  future  condition  census  projects. 

Send  facts  to  me  at  946  General  Whiting  Blvd.,  Kure  Beach,  N.C.  28449. 

I pledge  that  any  collector  of  N.J.  copper  coins  who  sends  me  a list  of  their 
holdings  by  Maris  numbers  will  receive,  if  requested,  a copy  of  my  inventory,  including 
St.  Patrick's.  Be  sure  and  advise  if  I can  list  your  name  or  town  on  a Condition  Census 
list.  Otherwise,  only  your  state  will  be  listed. 

If  you  are  a recent  member  of  EAC,  would  you  like  to  obtain  the  back  issues  of  Pi 
W that  contain  the  New  Jersey  State  Coinage  Condition  Census  reports?  The  complete 
list  is  as  follows: 


September  1 5,  1 990 
November  15,  1990 
January  15,  1991 
March  15,  1991 
July  15,  1991 

January  15,  1992 
May  15,  1992 

March  15,  1993 
May  15,  1993 

July  15,  1993 

September  1 5,  1 993 


M41  c updated 
M35J 

All  updated 
Ml  1H  and  M36J 


M41c 

M57n 

M47e 

M40b 

M71y 


M15U 

M18N 


Revised  Condition  Census  for  41c 


1.  AU55 

2.  AU55 

3.  EF 


Bill  Anton 
Bill  Anton 
Bill  Anton 
Richard  August 

L.I.,  N.Y.  collector;  Stack's,  Foreman,  5/89,  LI 389 

N.Y.  collector  #3;  B & M,  Norweb  I,  10/87,  LI 345;  New 

Netherlands,  6/55;  Dr.  Hall,  L613;  Brand 

Noted  Western  collector;  F.C.C.  Boyd  estate;  Brand;  Hall; 

Lyman  Low;  Ryder  (1923) 

Bill  Anton 


4.  EF 

5.  EF 


6.  VF30 


7.  VF25 


8.  VF 
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9. 

VF30/F12 

Tony  Terranova;  B & M,  Taylor,  3/87,  L2221 

10. 

F12/VF20 

Peter  Scherff;  B & M,  Saccone,  11/89,  LI  608;  Stack's, 
Bareford,  5/84,  LI  63;  Schulman,  Spiro,  3/55,  LI  528 

1 1 . 

F-l- 

Rochester,  N.Y.  collector 

12. 

F 

ANS:  Henry  Grunthal  (1945):  Prescott  Beach 

13. 

F 

Canton,  Ohio  collector 

14. 

F 

Tom  Rinaldo 

15. 

F/VG 

John  Griffee;  Richard  August;  Robert  Vlack,\//78 

16. 

VG 

Michael  D.  Michel,  California;  Jeff  Rock,  5/90 

17. 

VG 

Northeastern  collector;  FUN  auction,  1/81 

18. 

VG 

Don  Mituzas;  Mike  Ringo 

19. 

VG/G 

Medina,  N.Y.  collector 

20. 

G/VG 

Keesville,  N.Y.  collector 

21. 

G-VG 

B & R,  Garrett,  10/80,  LI  438 

22. 

G6/VG8 

Scott  Barnes;  Tom  Rinaldo;  B & M,  Quartette,  3/92,  LI  375; 
H.  Garrett 

23. 

G6/VG8 

Sinking  Springs,  Pa.  collector;  B & M,  Quartette,  3/92,  LI  374; 
H.  Garrett 

24. 

VG8/AG 

B & M,  Taylor,  3/87,  L2222;  Homer  K.  Downing 

25. 

G6 

NASCA,  Kessler,  4/81,  L2292 

26. 

G 

N.J.  collector;  Jeff  Rock 

27. 

G 

New  England  Rare  Coin  Galleries,  1/82,  LI  2 

28. 

G/AG 

E.A.N.  Fixed  PL,  6/89,  #31 

29. 

AG/G 

Stack's,  5/82,  part  of  L1 19 

30. 

AG 

Stack's,  Foreman,  5/89,  LI  390 

31. 

AG 

B & M,  Sheer,  6/84,  L3203 

32. 

Fair 

Stack's,  6/75,  L1 12 

33. 

Fair 

Stack's,  6/75,  L1 13 

34. 

Fair 

NJHS,  3/27;  bequest  of  Frederick  A.  Canfield,  Dover,  N.J. 

35. 

? 

N.Y.  collector  #5 

* * * 

Revised  Condition  Census  for  71y 

1 . 

AU55 

Bill  Anton 

2. 

VF 

Bill  Anton 

3. 

VF  o/Conn 

Noted  Western  collector;  F.C.C.  Boyd  estate;  Schulman,  Spiro, 
3/55,  L161 1 

4. 

VF35  0/Brit  V2p 

Bill  Anton;  B & M,  Frontenac,  11/91,  L228;  Noted  Western 
collector;  F.C.C.  Boyd  estate;  N.  Netherlands;  Schulman, 
Spiro,  3/55,  LI  61  2:  Eaton  collection 

5. 

VF  9/2-71 A Ma  Mills  Richard  August 

6. 

VF 

Midwest  dealer-collector 

7. 

VF  o/Counterfeit  Brit  Vip  West  Coast  collector;  Mark  Auerbach 

8. 

F15 

B & M,  Quartette,  3/92,  LI  437;  Henry  Garrett;  Stack's 

9. 

FI  2 0/Brit  ’/^p 

Peter  Scherff;  Mike  Ringo 

10. 

FI  2 o/Vermont 

David  Gladfelter;  B & M,  Frontenac,  11/91,  L229;  Noted 
Western  collector;  F.C.C.  Boyd  estate 
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11. 

F o/Brit  Vi’p 

Bill  Anton;  B & R,  Garrett,  10/80,  LI  476;  Henkel's,  Maris, 
6/1886,  L484 

12. 

F o/Conn 

Bill  Anton;  B & M,  Quartette,  3/92,  LI 438;  Henry  Garrett; 
NERCA,  FUN,  1/81,  L4 

13. 

VG-F  0/? 

Jeff  Rock,  FPL,  Spring/91;  Tom  Rinaldo 

14. 

VG 

N.Y.  collector  #4 

15. 

G5  o/Conn 

ANS;  Henry  Grunthal  (1945);  Prescott  Beach 

16. 

G5 

ANS;  Henry  Grunthal  (1945);  Prescott  Beach 

17. 

G4  o/Conn 

Northeastern  collector;  B & M,  Somerset,  5/92,  L374 

18. 

G4  o/Conn 

John  Griffee;  Don  Mituzas;  Bruce  Kesse;  B & M,  Saccone, 
11/89,  LI  651;  Stack's,  Foreman,  5/89,  LI 444;  B & M, 
Taylor,  3/87,  L2276 

19. 

G 

NJHS,  3/27;  bequest  of  Frederick  A.  Canfield,  Dover,  N.J. 

20. 

G 

N.J.  collector  #3 

21. 

Poor  o/Conn 

Henkels,  Maris,  6/1886,  L486 

22. 

? Pierced 

Henkels,  Maris,  6/1886,  L485 
« * « 

Revised  Condition  Census  for  35J 

1. 

EF  (Est.) 

Bill  Anton 

2. 

VF  (Est.) 

Bill  Anton 

3. 

VF 

N.J.  Collector  #2;  Norman  Pullen 

4. 

VF 

Schulman,  Spiro,  3/55,  LI  508 

5. 

F15 

B & M,  Frontenac,  11/91,  LI  59;  Boyd;  Ryder;  Brand;  Hall  & 
Hays 

6. 

F 

Sinking  Springs,  Pa.  collector 

7. 

F (Est.) 

Bill  Anton 

8. 

F12/G6 

Peter  Scherff;  Mike  Ringo;  B & M,  Quartette,  3/92,  LI  359; 
Stack's,  Robison,  5/82,  L75 

9. 

VG8  o/Conn 

John  Griffee;  B & M,  Quartette,  3/92,  LI  358;  H.  Garrett;  B & 
M,  Saccone,  1 1 /89,  LI  595;  San  Diego,  1 /88,  L447;  B & M, 
Taylor,  3/87,  L2209;  B & M,  Garrett,  1 0/80,  LI  430;  Henkels, 
Maris,  6/1886,  L418 

10. 

VG8 

Steve  Tanenbaum 

1 1 . 

VG8 

Mike  Ringo;  B & M,  Quartette,  3/92,  LI  359;  H.  Garrett; 
Stack's,  Robinson,  5/82,  L75 

12. 

VG 

N.Y.  collector  #4 

13. 

VG 

Groves  collection 

14. 

VG 

B & M,  Qechsner,  9/88,  LI  276;  Richard  Picker 

15. 

VG 

Stack's,  Bareford,  5/84,  LI  51 

16. 

VG 

NJHS,  3/27;  bequest  of  Frederick  Canfield,  Dover,  N.J. 

17. 

VG/AG  0/34J 

Northeast  collector;  Stack's,  Foreman,  5/89,  LI  379;  Peter 
Boisvert;  Richard  August;  B & M,  Sherr,  6/84,  L3191 

18. 

VG/Fair  o/cnft  Brit 

V2p  Stack's,  Picker,  10/84,  L209 

19. 

AVG 

ANS;  Henry  Grunthal  (1945) 

20. 

G 

David  Bullowa,  2/58,  L556 

21. 

AG 

Richard  August 
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22.  Fair  / Poor  Harmer,  Rooke,  11/69,  L228 

23.  Poor  N.Y.  Coin,  Parmelee,  6/1890,  L405 

Correction  to  Condition  Census  18N 
Coin  #1  5--Spelling  change:  Sal  Schaffer  to  Sol  Schaffer 

* * * 


Revised  Condition  Census  for  1 1H 


1 . 

VF35 

Tony  Terranova;  B & M,  Quartette,  3/92,  LI  305;  Henry 
Garrett;  B & R,  Garrett,  10/80,  LI  386;  Henkels,  Maris, 
6/1886,  L363 

2. 

VF35 

Bill  Anton 

3. 

VF35 

Noted  Western  collector;  F.C.C.  Boyd  estate;  Ryder;  Earle; 
Mills;  N.Y.  Coin,  Parmelee,  6/1890,  L376 

4. 

VF35 

Bill  Anton 

5. 

VF35 

Bill  Anton 

6. 

VF35 

Tony  Terranova;  Stack's,  Foreman,  5/89,  LI  331;  Stack's, 
Bareford,  5/84,  LI  05;  Schulman,  Spiro,  3/55,  LI  439 

7. 

VF35 

Richard  August;  Mike  Ringo 

8. 

VF30 

B & M,  Saccone,  11/89,  LI  555;  Harry  Rescigno;  B & M 
Norweb  1,  10/87,  LI  311;  Richard  Picker 

9. 

VF 

Schulman,  Spiro,  3/55,  LI  440 

10. 

EF  Pitted 

B & M,  Dodson  (Sherr),  6/84,  L3137 

1 1 . 

FI  5 

John  Griffee;  E.A.N.  FPL,  8/88,  ^102;  San  Diego  Show,  1/88, 
L433 

12. 

F15 

B & M,  Boyd  B & R,  3/90,  LI  208;  Noted  Western  collector; 
F.C.C.  Boyd  estate;  Ryder;  Chapman  1893 

13. 

F 

Stack's,  Robison,  2/82,  LI  70;  Stack's,  Yale,  1 2/71 , L23;  Yale 
University 

14. 

F12 

John  Lorenzo;  B & M,  Taylor,  3/87,  LI  261 

15. 

F 

Stack's,  Kissner,  6/75,  L57;  Damon  Douglas 

16. 

F 

Northeastern  collector;  Tony  Terranova 

17. 

F 

NJHS,  bequest  by  Frederick  A.  Canfield,  Dover,  N.J. 

18. 

F 

ANS,  Henry  Grunthal  (1945) 

19. 

VG8 

Scott  Barnes;  Michigan  collector 

20. 

VG  + 

N.Y.  collector  #4 

21. 

VG  + 

B & R,  Rare  Coin  Review,  4/82,  not  numbered 

22. 

VG 

Stack's,  Kissner,  6/75,  L58;  Damon  Douglas 

23. 

VG 

Pine  Tree,  3/76,  L2013 

24. 

VG 

N.J.  collector  #4 

25. 

AG/FI  2 

Peter  Scherff;  Richard  August 

26. 

AG/VG 

George  Lyman;  Stack's,  7/93,  L2005 

27. 

G 

Schulman,  Spiro,  3/55,  part  of  LI  445 

28. 

G 

Ocean,  N.J.  collector;  Stack's,  2/86,  LI 345 

29. 

G 

Stack's,  12/63,  L358 

30. 

G 

Harmer,  Rooke,  11/69,  LI  59 

31. 

G 

Bill  Anton;  Bruce  Kesse 

32. 

AG/G 

Sol  Schaffer;  Tom  Rinaldo 
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Three  additions  have  been  made  to  this  list  of  Maris  1 1 H coins  bringing  it  slightly 
over  the  maximum  number  (30)  of  a R6  rarity. 

I am  not  suggesting,  yet,  that  the  rarity  number  of  this  coin  be  changed  to  a "5" 
but  it  does  bear  watching. 

* « « 

Revised  Condition  Census  for  15U 


1. 

VF35-40 

Groves  collection;  Tony  Terranova;  B & M,  Quartette,  3/92, 
L1314;  Stack's,  Kissner,  6/75,  L66;  Damon  Douglas 

2. 

VF35-40 

Noted  Western  collector 

3. 

VF35-40  dbl  struck  Bill  Anton 

4. 

VF35 

Bill  Anton 

5. 

VF30 

N.J.  collector  #5;  Stack's,  Oechsner,  9/88,  LI  250;  Schulman, 
Spiro,  3/55,  L1453 

6. 

VF25  LDS 

John  Griffee;  Excelsior  Coin  Co. 

7. 

VF20 

John  Lorenzo;  B & M,  Taylor,  3/87,  L21 69;  New  Netherlands, 
12/68,  L368:  Brand;  Wurtzbach;  Dr.  Hall 

8. 

VF20 

Scott  Barnes 

9. 

F15/VF20 

Peter  Scherff;  Tom  Rinaldo;  B & M,  Quartette,  3/92,  LI  31  5; 
B & M,  Saccone,  11/89,  LI  564;  B & M,  Sherr,  6/84,  L1347; 
Norman  Pullen 

10. 

F/VF 

Richard  August 

11. 

FI  2 EDS 

John  Griffee;  Richard  August 

12. 

F12 

B & M,  Ingle,  9/86,  L737 

13. 

F12 

B & M,  Von  Buckenback,  11/86,  L2745 

14. 

F 

Northeastern  collector;  B & M,  Sherr,  6/84,  L3146 

15. 

F 

E.A.N.,  F.P.L.,8/88,  #1 05;  San  Diego  Coin  Show,  1/88,  L438 

16. 

F 

NJHS;  Frederick  Canfield,  Dover,  N.J. 

17. 

F 

ANS;  Henry  Grunthal  (1945) 

18. 

F 

ANS;  Henry  Grunthal  (1945) 

19. 

F 

Smithsonian  Museum 

20. 

F W/counterstamp  Stack’s,  Essex,  2/75,  L46;  Essex  Institute,  Salem,  MA 

21. 

VG/F 

N.Y.  collector  #4;  Stack's,  3/73 

22. 

Abt  F 

Stack's,  Bareford,  5/84,  L1 15;  Brand,  via  New  Netherlands, 
1952 

23. 

VG 

ANS;  NJHS  (1931);  Canfield  collection 

24. 

VG 

Chapman,  Stickney,  6/07,  L264 

25. 

VG 

Harmer,  Rooke,  11/69,  LI 70 

26. 

VG 

B & R,  F.P.L.,  4/82 

27. 

G4 

B & M,  Taylor,  3/87,  L2170 

28. 

G 

Northeastern  collector;  Stack's,  Robison,  5/82,  L73 

29. 

G 

Pine  Tree,  3/76,  L2030 

30. 

Fair 

Henkels,  Maris,  6/1886,  L372 

The  July  15*'’ 

issue  of  P-W  listed  ten  auction  catalogs  containing  1 5U  coins  where 

the 

present  owner  is  not  known.  Please  add  the  following  catalog  to  that  list: 

Stack's,  Essex  2/75  F W/counterstamp  on  shield  --  L46 


(To  Be  Continued) 
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late  date  cent  update 


Bob  Grellman 


Assembling  a nice  collection  of  large  cents  is  usually  thought  of  as 
a rich  man's  game.  Even  the  late  date  cents  present  a financial 
challenge  these  days.  Well,  I have  a challenge  for  you  that  doesn't 
require  deep  pockets.  In  fact,  deep  pockets  really  won't  help  much, 
if  at  all. 

My  challenge  to  you  is  to  assemble  a collection  of  1850-57  cents, 

VF20  to  EF45,  only  the  R-1  to  R-4  varieties,  and  all  in  the  early  die 
state.  Don't  laugh.  Such  a collection  represents  an  extremely 
difficult  challenge.  I estimate  about  a third  of  the  varieties  in 
this  collection  would  be  reasonably  easy  to  find,  another  third  would 
be  difficult  to  locate,  and  the  remainder  would  require  years  of 
searching  and  a lot  of  luck  to  uncover.  In  fact,  there  are  a few 
dozen  varieties  in  this  last  group  that  I have  never  seen  in  what  I 
would  call  an  early  die  state. 

I don't  know  why  most  of  the  1850-57  cents  are  so  scarce  in  the  early 
die  state,  but  my  guess  is  the  dies  were  prepared  differently  than 
the  ones  used  for  1840-49  cents.  The  1840-48  group  is  characterized 
by  lots  of  die  cracks,  but  those  cents  are  seldom  seen  struck  from 
worn,  mushy  dies.  The  dies  must  have  been  harder  or  the  planchets 
softer  or  some  combination  thereof.  The  cents  of  1849  (and  a few 
varieties  of  1848)  are  often  seen  with  die  crumbling  and  die 
swelling,  but  few  die  cracks.  Perhaps  the  mint  was  experimenting 
with  different  die  steel  or  die  hardening  processes  that  year. 
Regardless,  only  a few  1849 's  come  with  die  cracks  or  are  found  in 
late,  mushy  die  states.  The  1850-57  cents,  however,  are 
characterized  by  flowlines  and  mushy  strikes  with  very  few  die  cracks 
known  among  all  those  varieties.  Again,  I believe  the  die  makers 
must  have  changed  something  and  began  producing  dies  that  were  softer 
and  less  prone  to  crack  or  crumble.  The  downside  to  this  change  was 
that  the  dies  wore  quickly  and  produced  a lot  of  flowlined,  mushy 
cents,  with  very  few  sharp,  early  die  states  for  us  to  enjoy. 

So,  if  you're  looking  for  an  affordable  way  to  collect  cents  that 
offers  years  of  enjoyment  and  a real  challenge,  try  to  assemble  this 
collection.  All  you'll  need  is  a sharp  eye,  a modest  coin  budget, 
and  lots  of  patience.  Good  luck. 


************* 
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A COUNTERFEIT  CHAIN  CENT 


William  T.  Gibbs 

Counterfeit  United  States  coins  have  been  around  since 
the  Philadelphia  Mint  began  striking  Its  first  copper  cents 
and  half  cents  200  years  ago.  The  counterfeit  1793  Flowing 
Hair,  Chain  cent  illustrated  may  or  may  not  be  a contempor- 
ary counterfeit,  representing  as  it  does  the  first  coin 
struck  at  the  Mint.  Regardless,  it  is  typical  of  counter- 
feit coins.  It  is  somewhat  crude  in  execution,  although 
the  same  has  been  said  of  the  genuine  article,  in  this  case 
The  letters  in  LIBERTY  and  the  digits  in  the  date  are  mis- 
shapen and  malformed.  The  portrait  of  Liberty  is  even 
cruder  than  the  original. 

The  reverse  of  the  fake,  however,  is  a dead  giveaway. 
Not  only  is  the  design  off  center,  but  it  is  doubled  (it's 
even  tripled  in  areas,  like  the  uppermost  link  of  the  chain 
on  the  left),  and  a mirror  image  as  well.  Whoever  created 
this  fake  produced  a crude  though  passable  obverse  and  a 
completely  unpassable  reverse. 

This  fake  weighs  11.19  grams.  The  specific  gravity  is 
9.02419.  The  piece  leaves  me  perplexed,  particularly  the 
reverse.  Perhaps  a reader  of  this  writeup  will  be  able  to 
offer  an  explanation.  I'm  sure  that  I can't. 

Credit  goes  to  Homer  Cole  for  submitting  the  piece  to 
Coin  World's  "Collectors'  Clearinghouse." 


^ * 
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NEW  JERSEY  COPPER  SYMPOSIUM 


Ray  Willi ams 

The  second  New  Jersey  Copper  Symposium  was  held  on  Sun- 
day September  12.  at  the  Northeast  Expo  In  Parsippany,  N J . 
Twenty  seven  students  of  the  New  Jersey  State  Coinage  assem- 
bled to  share  information  and  fellowship,  including  twelve 
of  the  fifteen  participants  in  the  April,  1991  Symposium. 

The  meeting  came  to  order  at  10  AM  with  se 1 f- i ntroduc- 
tions,  in  typical  EAC  style.  A review  of  the  first  Sympos- 
ium was  given.  The  balance  of  the  morning  was  then  spent 
in  sharing  information  about  undertypes  and  error  coins. 

Bill  Anton  displayed  nine  CC  level  coins,  including  a double 
struck  57-n  Marls  Plate  coin  and  five  73-aa  coins  all  having 
different  undertypes!  This  was  the  first  time  the  Maris 
Plate  coin  had  been  seen  in  public. 


Lunch  was  served  in  our  conference  room,  to  allow  dis- 
cussions to  continue,  and  for  security  reasons.  After  lunch, 
John  Griffee  gave  a lecture  and  slide  presentation  on  Mark 
Newby  and  the  St.  Patrick  coinage.  Attribution  points  and 
die  characteristics  were  discussed.  Dennis  Wierzba  shared  a 
listing  of  NJ^'s  which  have  appeared  at  auction  over  the  past 
35  years.  Dennis  also  shared  a "fantasy"  head  left  which 
was  made  from  a 6-D,  ex-Spiro  and  Picker.  It  has  been  writ- 
ten up  in  CNL  pages  910  and  918.  John  Lorenzo  then  ran 
through  the  CC  and  Rarity  Ratings,  with  input  from  all  pre- 
sent. These  are  summarized  immediately  following. 

Many  thanks  to  the  Northeast  Expo  for  making  a confer- 
ence room  available.  The  Symposium,  EAC  regional  meeting, 
and  CCCC  meeting  were  all  spontaneous,  last-minute  ideas, 
fostered  by  a number  of  EAC'ers.  Thanks  to  all  concerned! 
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NJ  COPPERS  CONDITION  CENSUS 
(141  VARIETIES) 

REVISION  2 

MARIS  RARITY  CC  GRADES 


CENSUS  TO  STACK'S  SEPTEMBER,  1 993  SALE 
REWORKED  AT  SECOND  NJ  SYMPOSIUM  (9-1  2-93) 


PAGE  1 OF  5 


: l~A 

UNC(JWG)-3XF(SBY,N, HERITAGE-93  SALE)-MANY  VF 

2-8  '' 

AU(JWG)-3AU(N)-XF+(P)-OTHERS  IN  XF  40 

3-C 

6+ 

UNC-AU-AU-XF-XF-XF 

4-C 

8 

XF(JWG)-XF(S93)-FCC(?) 

4 1 /2-pp 

9 

?ONE  KNOWN 

5-C 

8 

UNC  AND  ANOTHER 

6-C 

4 

AU(JWG)-XF(YALE)-XF(BAREFORD)-XF(EARLE)-VF+(HG)-VF+(N) 

6-D 

1 

UNC(EC)-AU(P)-XF+(T)-XF+-XF+-XF+ 

7-C 

9 

?ONE  KNOWN 

7-E 

7 

XF+(P)-XF+(NJHS)-VF+(N)-VG-2  OTHERS 

8-F 

7 

XF+(R)-XF(JWG)-2VG-G(NJHS) 

81/2-C 

8 

VF(T)-F(JWG)-F(EC) 

9-G 

7+ 

VF+(T)-F(P)-VG(NJHS)-?(EC) 

1 0 1 /2-C 

9 

F+ 

10-G 

6+ 

UNC(S)-XF+(NJHS)-VF+-VF-VF-F 

10-h 

7 

AU(N)-XF-VF(S)-VF-VG:BENT(NJHS)-? 

10-gn 

8 

XF-VG 

1 0-oo 

9 

F/VF 

1 1-G 

9 

AU 

tt-H 

6- 

6-VF(35) 

11  1/2-G 

7 

VF(NJHS)-F/VF-F-F-VG-VG 

1 1-hh 

9 

G(NOTED  WESTERN  COLLECTION) 

12-G 

5 

UNC-XF-XF-XF-XF-VF 

... 

6 

VF+(SFPL  90)-VF(FOREMAN)-F-F-F-F 

13-J 

6 

UNC-AU(JWG)-XF-VF-VF-VF 

1 

UNC(EC)-UNC(BAREFORD)-AU-AU-AU-AU 

2 

UNC(JWG)-XF+(HG)-XF-VF-VF-VF 

3 

UNC-AU-AU-XF-VF-VF 

15-T 

4 

UNC-AU-AU-AU-XF-XF 

15# 

6- 

VF35(DOUGLAS)-VF35(WC)-VF35(EC)-VF35(DOUBLE  STRUCK)(EC)-VF30(EC)-VF25 

16-d 

7+ 

VF-F(NJHS)-?-?  (4  KNOWN) 

16-J 

6 

XF-VF-VF-VF-F+-F+ 

16-L 

1 

4-UNC-2AU 

16-S 

9 

F 

3 

VF+(JWG-P)-VF+(HG)-VF+(SHERR)-VF-VF-F 

17-K 

4 

XF-XF-XF-XF-XF-VF 

17-b,^ 

4 

AU-AU-AU-XF-XF-XF 

18-J 

5+ 

AU-AU-XF+(NJHS)-VF-VF-VF 
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NJ  COPPERS  CONDITION  CENSUS 
(141  VARIETIES) 

REVISION  2 

MARIS  RARITY  CC  GRADES 

CENSUS  TO  STACK’S  SEPTEMBER,  1 993  SALE 
REWORKED  AT  SECOND  NJ  SYMPOSIUM  (9-12-93) 

PAGE  2 OF  5 

18-L 

9 

VG(UNCONFIRMED  BUT  POSSIBLY  2 OTHERS  EXIST) 

18-M 

1 

UNC-UNC-UNC-AU-XF-XF 

18-N 

6 

XF+(CRAIGE)-XF(EC)-VF+(NJ  COLL)-VF+(EC)-VF+(PA.  COLL.)-VF+(WC) 

19-M 

AU-XF+(NJHS)-XF-VF-VF-VF 

20-N 

4 

UNC(EC)-AU-XF+-XF-XF-XF 

21-N 

2 

UNC-AU-XF-XF-XF-XF 

21-0 

5+ 

UNC-AU-XF+(NJHS)-XF-VF-VF 

21-P 

5 

UNC-UNC-UNC-AU-XF-XF 

21-R 

7 

VF/F-VG-VG(NJHS)-VG/G-G/F-OTHERS 

21  1/2-R 

8 

VF(WESTERN  COLLECTION)-G(P) 

22-P 

7- 

F(P)-F(RES)-F:BENT(NJHS)-G-G-G-G(9  KNOWN) 

23-P 

2 

UNC-AU-XF-XF-XF-XF 

23-R 

3- 

UNC-UNC-XF-XF-XF-XF 

23  1/2-R 

7+ 

VF+(N)-CRAIGE  ESTATE(?)-NOTED  WESTERN  COLL(?)-CONN  COLL(?) 

24-1 

8 

VF(FOREMAN)-VG-6/G-4(HG) 

24-M 

7+ 

XF+(EC)-F/VG(EC)-NJ  COLLECTOR(VG)-MARYLAND  COLLECTOR(VG) 

24-P 

2 

UNC-AU-AU(FOREMAN  LOT  1361  )-3  XF+ 

24-Q 

7 

XF+-F-2VG(P,HG)-G-?  (7  KNOWN) 

24-R 

6 

XF+(NJHS)-VF-VF-VF-F-F 

25-S 

6 

XF-VF+-VF-1-VF-F-F 

26-d 

8 

VF(MULTI-STRIKE)-VG/F(HOLE) 

26-S 

5 

XF-VF+-VF+-VF-VF-VF 

27-j 

7- 

XF-XF-4VF(9  KNOWN) 

27-S 

5+ 

AU-XF-XF-VF(DENT)-F-F 

28-L 

3 

UNC-XF+-XF-XF-XF-VF+ 

28-S 

5 

UNC-XF+-XF-VF-VF-F 

29-L 

4 

AU-VF+-VF-F+-F-F-F 

29  1/2-L 

9 

?(ONE  KNOWN) 

30-L 

3 

UNC-AU-VF+-VF-VF-VF 

31-L 

2 

UNC-UNC-AU-AU-XF-XF 

32-T 

1 

UNC-AU-AU-XF-XF-XF 

33-U 

4+ 

AU+-XF+(JWG)-XF(JWG)-XF(FRONTENAC:153)-VF+-VF+ 

34-J 

4 

AU-VF-VF-VF-VF-VF-VF 

34-V 

6- 

VF-VF-F-F-F-F/VG 

35-J 

6 

XF(EC)-VF(EC)-VF(NJ  COLLECTOR)-VF(S)-F+(FRONTENAC)-F(NJ  COLLECTOR) 

35-W 

8 

XF(NJHS)-VF/F(EC)-F/VG(NOTED  WESTERN  COLLECTION) 

36-J 

7- 

UNC-(EC)-VF-VF(NOTED  WESTERN  COLLECTION)-F/VF(EC)-F-F 

37-J 

5 

VF-VF-VF/F-F-F/VG 
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MARIS 
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CC  GRADES 
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37-X 

7 

VF(0)-F/VF-F-F/G-VG(NJHS)-G-G 

37-Y 

4 

AU(S)-XF-VF-F-VG-VG-VG 

37-f 

4 

UNC-XF-VF+-3(VF) 

38-L 

9 

VF 

38-Y 

4 

UNC-XF+-XF-VF-VF-VF 

38-Z 

4 

UNC-XF-XF-VF-VF-VF 

38«a 

4 

XF-VF-VF-VF-VF-VF 

38-b 

6 

AU-XF-XF-XF-VF-F(NJHS)-F 

..38-c 

3- 

AU(T)-AU(EC)-XF(0)-VF+-VF-VF 

39-a 

2 

UNC-AU-XF-XF-VF+-VF+ 

40-b 

5+ 

AU(EC)-XF(EC)-XF(EC)-XF(HG-DAMAGED)-VF(SHEER)-VF(WESTERN  COLLECTOR) 

41  -c 

5+ 

AU+(EC)-AU+(EC)-XF(EC)-XF(FOREMAN)-VF+(N)-VF+(WESTERN  COLLECTOR) 

42-c  ^ 

6 

VF-VF-VF-F/VF-F-F 

43-d 

1 

UNC-UNC-AU-XF-XF-XF 

43-Y^" 

4+ 

XF+(HG)-XF(EC)-VF-VF-VF-F/VF 

44-C.1 

7- 

XF-VF-VF-F+VG-VG 

44-d 

4 

XF-XF-XF-XF-VF+-VF 

45-d 

6 

XF-VF-F(NJHS)-F-F-F 

45-e 

5 

AU-XF-XF-VF-VF-VF 

46*e 

1 

UNC-AU-AU-AU-XF-XF 

47-e 

6- 

AU(EC)-VF(EC)-VF(EC)-VF(NJ  COLLECTOR)-VF(EC)-VF(MASS.  COLLECTOR) 

47  1/2-e 

8 

VF(EC)-VG(NOTED  WESTERN  COLLECTION) 

48-X 

8 

VF(EC)-F(EC:DOUBLE  STRUCK)-G/AG 

48-f 

3 

AU+-AU-VF+-VF+-VF+-VF+ 

48-g 

1 

6-UNCs 

49-f 

5 

AU-VF-VF-VF-VF-VF 

50-f 

4 

UNC-VF-VF-VF-VF-VF 

51-g 

6 

UNC(NOTED  WESTERN  COLLECTION)-UNC(FRONTENAC)-AU-XF-XF-XF-XF 

52-i 

3- 

UNC-AU-AU-XF-XF-XF 

53-j 

3 

UNC-UNC-AU-XF-XF-XF 

54*k 

3 

AU+-AU+-4XF+ 

55-1 

5 

UNC-XF+-XF-F-F-F 

55-m 

4 

AU-3(XF)-2VF+ 

56-n 

1 

3-UNCS-AU-XF+-XF+ 

57-n 

6+ 

XF(R.AUGUST)-VF/XF(EC)-VF(EC)-F+(EC)-F+(JWG)-F+(DOUBLE  STRUCK) 

58-n 

5 

UNC-XF+-XF+-3XF 

59-0 

5 

XF+-XF-XF-XF-VF-VF 

60-p 

4 

AU+-AU-4VF+ 

61-p 

5 

XF+-XF-VF-VF-VF-VF 
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62-q 

1 

3-UNCs-XF-XF-XF 

62-r 

8 

VF(EC)-VG/F  (2  KNOWN) 

63-q 

1 

UNC-UNC-AU-AU-XF-XF 

63-r 

5 

XF+-XF-VF-VF-VF-VF 

63-s 

1 

UNC-AU-XF+-XF+-XF+-XF 

64-t 

1 

AU+-AU+-XF+(NJHS)-XF+-2XF 

64-u 

5+ 

AU-XF+(NJHS)-VF/XF-VF-F/VF-VG/F 

64  1 /2-r 

9 

UNIQUE  AS  STRUCK(UNC) 

65-u 

5+ 

UNC-XF+-XF-XF-VF+-VF+ 

66-u 

7+ 

XF+(NJHS)-VF+-G(NOTED  WESTERN  COLLECTION)-?  (4  KNOWN) 

66-v 

6 

XF+-XF+-XF+(NJHS)-XF-XF-XF-VF+ 

67-v 

1 

UNC-UNC-AU+-AU-AU-AU 

68-w 

5 

AU+(UNC)-XF-VF+-VF+-VF-VF 

69-w 

8 

G(JWG)-AG(NOTED  WESTERN  COLLECTION) 

70-x 

7- 

VF-VF-F-VG-VG-G 

71-y 

6 

AU+(EC)-VF+(EC)-VF(EC)-VF(WESTERN  COLLECTOR)-VF(R.AUGUST)-VF 

72-z 

5 

XF-XF-XF-XF-VF-VF 

72  1/2-a^ 

9 

F/VF(ONE  KNOWN) 

73-aa 

5- 

UNC-XF+(HG)-4(XF+:DR.HAROLD  SMITH)-XF(HG)-XF-XF-VF(T)-OTHERS  VF 

73  1/2-a^ 

9 

F(EC)  ONE  KNOWN 

74-bb 

6 

VF+-VF+-VF+-VF+-VF-VF 

75-bb 

4 

UNC-AU-AU-XF+-XF-XF 

76-cc 

7+ 

VF+-VG/G-?-?(4KNOWN) 

77-dd 

2 

AU-XF+-XF-VF+-VF+-VF+ 

771/2-dd 

7- 

AU-VF+-?-?-?-?(9KNOWN) 

78-dd 

2 

UNC-XF+-XF-XF-XF-XF 

79-ee 

8 

F-F(2  KNOWN) 

80-ff 

9 

F/G 

81-11 

82-hh 

8 

VG-VG(2  KNOWN) 
delete 

83-ii 

7+ 

XF+(NJHS)-F(JWG)-F(T)-VG/F(FLA)-G-G 

84-kk 

8 

VG(S-0-EC)-?(FCC  BOYD  SPECIMEN) 

85-nn 

9 

F:PROVENANCE  UNKNOWN  (ONE  KNOWN) 
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NJ  COPPERS  CONDITION  CENSUS 
(141  VARIETIES) 

REVISION  2 


CENSUS  TO  STACK’S  SEPTEMBER,  1993  SALE 
REWORKED  AT  SECOND  NJ  SYMPOSIUM  (9-1  2-93) 


PAGE  5 OF  5 

COMMENTS  AND  ABREVIATIONS: 

1. THE  10  1/2-C  IS  A NEWLY  DISCOVERED  SPECIMEN. 

2. A  NEWLY  DISCOVERED  27-j  SPECIMEN  WAS  FOUND.  SIMILAR  IN  CONDITION  TO  THE  FOREMAN  SPECIMEN. 
CURRENTLY  NINE  SPECIMENS  ARE  KNOWN  WITH  THESE  TWO  SPECIMENS  AT  THE  BOTTOM  OF 

THE  CONDITION  CENSUS.  CURRENTLY  IN  THE  COLLECTION  OF  THIS  WRITER. 

3.  ABREVIATIONS  USED  ABOVE;  JWG-GARRETT  SO  SALE;  N-NORWEB  I ; P-PICKER  (STACKS  1 984); 
HG-HENRY  GARRETT  (B&M:1992);  T-TAYLOR  (B&M:1  987);EC-NOTED  EASTERN  COLLECTION); 
O-OECHSNER  (STACKS:  1 988);  RES  (SACCONE  SALE  OF  H.RESCIGNO:  B&M-1  989;  NJHS-  NEW  JERSEY 
HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  COLLECTION  WHICH  HOUSES  THE  FREDERICK  CANFIELD  COLLECTION  OF  1 09 
VARIETIES;  SBY-SEABY  PLATE  COIN  OF  A ST.  PATRICK  HALFPENNY  FROM  THE  COINS  OF  SCOTLAND 
AND  IRELAND:SEABY  -8568:1984  PUBUCATION;S-DR.SPIRO(SCHULMAN:1  955). 

4.0VERSTRIKES  ON  NJ’S  OCCUR  ON  :17,19  34V, 35J, 48, 56-58, 70, 71 ,72,73  AND  78. 

5. BROCKAGES  OCCUR  ON  TWO  OBVERSES:24&72  AND  FOUR  REVERSES:T,U,e  and  i. 

6.  A NEW  83-ii  WAS  DISCOVERED  BY  A FLORIDA  COLLECTOR  IN  1992  (VG/F).  REFER  TO  PENNY  WISE. 

7. A  NEW  24-M  WAS  DISCOVERED  BY  A MARYLAND  COLLECTOR  AT  THE  93  TEXAS  EAC  CONVENTION. 

8. ALL  VARIETIES  WHICH  ARE  UNSHADED  ARE  NEEDED  FOR  MY  PERSONAL  COLLECTION. 

9. THE  HIGHLIGHT  OF  THE  SECOND  SYMPOSIUM  WAS  THE  VIEWING  OF  NINE  NJ  COPPERS  FROM  THE  DR. 
HAROLD  MORRISON  SMITH  COLLECTION.  DR.SMITH  HAD  TWO  VERY  FINE  COLLECTIONS  OF  NJ  COPPERS 
CONSISTING  OF  OVER  300  SPECIMENS.  AS  PART  OF  THE  NJ  SYMPOSIUM'S  THEME  OF  ERRORS  AND 
OVERSTRIKES  THE  FOLLOWING  SPECIMENS  WERE  VIEWED:  1 -57-n  MARIS  PLATE  COIN  DOUBLE  STRUCK; 
2-58-n  DOUBLE  STRUCK  REVERSE,  PARTIAL  BROCKAGE;3-72-z  DOUBLE  STRUCK  BROCKAGE  ON 

GEO  III  1/2  d;4-73-aa  OVER  A SPANISH  4 MARAVEDI-SMALLEST  AND  LIGTEST  KNOWN  NJ 
COPPER;5-AN  EXAMPLE  OF  A 4 MARAVEDI  FOR  COMPARISON  PURPOSES;6-73-aa  OVER  1788 
DRAPED  BUST  CONN.  1 788  CONN.  DATE  IS  ABOVE  THE  1 787  NJ  DATE;7-73-aa  OVER  1 776  GEO  III 
MACHINS  MILLS  1 /2-d;8-73-aa  OVER  1747  GEO  II  MACHINS  MILLS  1 /2-d;9-73-aa  OVER  1788 
VERMONT  RR  16,  DATE  OF  VERMONT  ON  TOP  OF  SHIELD  ON  EDGE.  FURTHER,  ALL  73-aa  WERE  XF/XF+ 
SPECIMENS  WHICH  ARE  EQUIVALENT  TO  THE  OUTSTANDING  H. GARRETT  PAIR!  DR.  SMITH  WILL 
CERTAINLY  ONE  DAY  SHARE  IN  THE  GREAT  LINE  OF  NJ  COLLECTORS  ONCE  HIS  COLLECTION  IS 
TOTALLY  REVEALED.  THE  READER  SHOULD  BE  AWARE  OF  THE  EARLY  DATE  (1  747)  ON  SPECIMEN  (8) 
ABOVE.  UTILIZING  WORN  COINS  OF  DECADES  EARLIER  IS  A VERY  RARE  OCCURANCE  FOR  UNDERTYPES. 
TRULY  A REMARKABLE  COIN. 

10.  INQUIRES/CORRECTIONS:  JOHN  LORENZO  54  AQUEDUCT  AV  MIDLAND  PARK  NJ  07432. 
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NEW  ENGLAND  REGIONAL  MEETING  REPORT 


Joel  Splngdfn 


A meeting  of  New  England 
was  held  on  October  16,  1993. 
present : 

Dick  Moore 
Walter  Reed 
Phil  Ka 1 anta 
Don  Mituzas 
Jack  Brady 
Dick  Saxl 

After  a couple  of  current 
the  members  quickly  gravitated 
ber  of  Colonials  changed  hands 
pily  added  an  S-96  to  his  coll 
gratu 1 at  1 ons ! 


and  surrounding  area  members 
The  following  members  were 

Dave  Palmer 
George  Trostel 
Bob  Sol 1 1 si ak 
Chris  Taylor 
Enoch  B1 ackwe 1 1 
Joel  Splngarn 

news  items  were  discussed, 
to  "swaps  and  sales."  A num- 
; and  notably,  one  member  hap- 
sction  of  early  dates.  Con- 


NEW  ENGLAND  REGIONAL  MEETING  REPORT 
Peter  Boisvert 


A regional  meeting  of  EAC  was  held  September  24,  at  the 
N.E.N.A.  Convention,  Worcester,  Mass.,  sometime  in  the 
afternoon.  In  attendance  were: 


Joe  D'Agostino 
Ed  Bucken 
Earl  Bucken 
Pierre  Brassard 


John  Mullen 
Tom  Sheehan 
Alvan  Jones 
Peter  Boisvert 


Bill  and  Carol  Jones,  Ronnie  Adam,  Gary  Ross,  Charles  Davis, 
and  Babe  Binette,  all  dealers  with  tables,  were  present  in 
spirit.  The  meeting  opened  informally,  and  after  a moder- 
ator was  found  and  press-ganged  into  service,  Ed  Bucken 
informed  the  gathering  about  the  passing  of  CHUCK  FUNK,  a 
long-time  EAC'er  from  Connecticut, 


Joe  D'Agostino  brought  some  large  cents  for  passing 
around.  The  first  was  a nice  example  of  an  1816  N-1  in  a 
terminal  die  state.  He  recounted  how  he  had  purchased  the 
coin  for  $75  from  a non-EAC  dealer .. .who,  we  noted,  was 
probably  laughing  himself  silly  as  Joe  left  the  store  with 
the  cent.  This  led  someone  to  recount  how  Joe  had  purchased 
an  1839  N-12  with  full  break:  in  a 2x2  with  penciled  arrows 
pointing  to  "DIE  BREAKS,"  a nice  F-15  for  $15--on  the  last 
day  of  a four-day  show.  There  was  much  knowing  laughter. 


We  then  passed  around  an  example  of  an  1818  N-1  that 
had  been  " restored" -- 1 . e . , according  to  popular  terminology. 
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cleaned  and  retoned.  This  led  the  moderator  to  state  that 
one  day  there  should  be  a regional  meeting  with  such  a topic 
as  the  focal  point.  The  moderator  said  that  he  may  give 
such  a talk,  knowing  a thing  or  two  about  the  subject.  Were 
he  to  do  so,  he  further  stated,  he'd  do  it  correctly.  Anony- 
mously, with  a paper  bag  over  his  head.  The  Assembled  imme- 
diately and  vocally  expressed  the  opinion  that  the  moderator 
needn't  wait  for  the  occasion  of  another  meeting  if  he 
wished  to  effect  the  use  of  such  a bag.  There  was  much 
agreement . 

At  this  point,  Alvan  Jones  entered  the  meeting  room. 

An  elected  N.E.N.A.  official  and  non-EAC  member,  he  asked  if 
he  could  "sit  in,"  saying  that  he  had  heard  many  wonderful 
things  about  our  organization.  The  moderator  then  asked 
Alvan  to  buy  coffee  and  donuts  for  everyone,  but  allowed  him 
to  stay  anyway  when  Alvan  replied  that  he  couldn't. 

There  were  a few  attendees  who  were  new  to  the  Copper 
World  and,  like  Dry  Sponges,  eager  to  absorb  Information. 

It  was  Decreed  that  they  should  immediately  procure  a copy 
of  the  Superior  sale  catalogue  of  Jack  Robinson's  large  and 
half  cent  collection.  On  top  of  being  a handy,  portable 
reference,  the  newcomers  could  be  exposed  to  the  Wonderful 
and  Mysterious  Ways  of  EAC  Grading,  After  this,  the 
Seasoned  Sages  reasoned,  the  Neophytes  could  avail  them- 
selves of  the  excellent  tomes  authored  by  Messrs.  Wright 
and  Noyes.  An  opinion  was  offered  that  it  would  be  nice  to 
have  Walter's  cent  book,  too.  Someone  else  opined  that  per- 
haps the  whole  project  would  be  tanked.  There  was  some 
agreement.  There  was  no  copy  of  Jack's  catalogue  available 
at  the  meeting,  but  a CQR  was  produced,  much  to  the  enjoy- 
ment of  all. 

The  moderator  then  broached  the  subject  of  another  EAC 
convention  in  the  Boston  area.  It  was  generally  agreed  that 
this  was  a good  idea.  The  moderator  then  asked  for  the 
names  of  those  willing  to  aid  in  this  effort.  There  was 
then  heard  the  flurry  of  wristwatches  being  shaken,  and  it 
was  communally  noted  that  the  meeting  had  lasted  Long 
Enough.  We  would  like  to  thank  N.E.N.A.  and  Tom  Lacey  for 
providing  space  for  our  meeting;  and  the  moderator  would 
like  to  thank  Andrea  Lacey,  for  asking  so  nicely. 


TOM  1 

REYNOLDS, 

EAC 

222  P. 

0.  BOX 

1794 

C#9 

R2 

VF25 

^2300 

1805 

C#1 

R1 

AU55 

1100 

181 1 

C#2 

R2+ 

VF20 

1200 

1825 

C#2 

R1 

AU50+ 

500 

1841 

ORIGINAL 

R6 

XF40 

2600 

SEND 

NAME  AND 

ADDRESS  TO 

RECEIV 

24529  OMAHA,  NE  (402)  895-3065 
Medium  brown  with  choice  surfaces. 

Small  5,  stemless.  Brown  with  choice. 

1 ustrous  surfaces. 

Tan  with  choice  surfaces. 

Brown  with  some  mint  red.  Choice  surfaces 
Circulated  proof . Brown  with  bluish 
overtones.  Smooth  surfaces.  Sharp  strike 
RECEIVE  FREE  PRICE  LISTS. 
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REGIONAL  MEETING  REPORT 

Jerry  A.  Wells 


A meeting  of  the  Southeast  Region  of  EAC  was  held  in  conjunction  with  the 
Eighteenth  Annual  Peach  State  Coin  Show.  Everyone  showed  up  for  show  and  tell. 
Darwin  Palmer  set  up  a grading  exercise  which  we  detail  below.  There  were  a couple  of 
new  people  aboard  and  we  welcome  them. 

Darwin  thrilled  us  all  with  the  "Pearl  coin"  starred  reverse.  It  is  detailed  on  page 
45  of  Pete  Smith's  book  on  this  famous  variety.  This  coin  is  currently  on  the  market.  We 
were  all  thrilled  by  getting  to  hold  our  first  S-48! 

We  were  also  able  to  review  members'  recent  acquisitions  and  discuss  the  current 
coin  market.  The  Peach  State  Show  was  well  attended,  but  there  did  not  seem  to  be  as 
many  dealers  as  there  have  been  at  past  shows.  I was  able  to  acquire  two  late  dates  for 
my  own  collection,  which  was  unusual,  but  it  made  the  day  quite  eventful  for  the  writer. 

People  in  attendance  at  the  meeting  were: 

Sonny  Miller 
Darwin  Palmer 
Lane  Brunner 
Pat  Cunningham 


Here  is  the  result  of  our  grading  exercise: 
COIN  MEMBER  ^ 


#1 

#2 

#3 

#4 

#5 

#6 

#7 

#8 

1793 

* 

* 

» 

* 

« 

* 

* 

* 

CHAIN 

•VG-8 

•VG-11 

* G-8 

•VG-10 

* F-15 

♦VG-10 

• G-8 

♦ G-6* 

S-2 

* 

* 

* 

« 

«■ 

« 

« 

* 

1802 

* 

* 

« 

* 

* 

« 

« 

* 

S-227 

*VF-25 

*XF-40 

*XF-45 

*XF-40 

*VF-35 

♦XF-40 

♦XF-45 

♦XF-47* 

* 

* 

* 

» 

« 

* 

* 

« 

1820 

* 

* 

« 

* 

« 

* 

« 

N-14 

»VF-30 

•VF-22 

*VF-20 

*VF-25 

*VF-37 

♦VF-20 

♦VF-35 

♦VF-25* 

« 

* 

* 

•» 

« 

« 

* 

« 

* 

« 

« 

* 

* 

* 

« 

* 

1838 

* F-12 

• F-12 

* F-12 

* F-12 

* F-12 

♦ F-12 

* F-12 

♦VG-10* 

« 

« 

* 

* 

* 

* 

« 

1844 

* 

* 

* 

* 

N-6 

*VF-30 

*VF-30 

*VF-30 

*XF-40 

*VF-35 

*VF-35 

* XF-40 

♦VF-35* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

« 

1850 

* F-15 

* F-15 

* F-12 

* F-12 

* F-15 

♦ G-10 

♦VG-10 

♦VG-10* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

« 

Eugene  Williams 
Chip  Cutliff 
Rusty  Schoonover 
Jerry  Wells 
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NOTE:  The  1 850  is  counterstamped  "Dr.  G.  G.  Wilkins"  and  the  obverse  is  cleaned  shiny. 

NOTE:  Where  members  gave  separate  grades  to  the  obverse  and  reverse  the  average  was 
used.  Rounding  down.  Example:  20/25  = VF-22 

The  1 793  had  two  dings  on  the  obverse,  one  larger  than  the  other.  The  1 802  had 
a strong  reverse  with  a scratch  over  "ONE  CENT",  and  also  a weak  date,  but  good 
surfaces  and  color.  The  1820  had  good  honest  wear  with  a discoloration  spot  on  the 
obverse.  The  1 838  had  good  color  but  it  was  difficult  to  tell  if  the  net  grade  was  all  wear 
or  maybe  a late  die  state  (Grellman  would  like  this  one).  The  1844  was  a higher  grade, 
but  the  same  comments  apply  as  the  1 838.  The  1 850  got  several  comments;  it  tried  to 
please  everyone. 

We  had  a good  time  in  testing  our  skills  and  in  throwing  the  floor  open  to 
discussion.  Darwin  Palmer  closed  the  meeting  and  asked  members  to  bring  half  cents  for 
our  next  meeting,  as  well  as  to  bring  something  unusual. 


A Regional  EAC  meeting  was  held  September  11,  during  the  East  Coast 
Numismatic  Expo  in  Parsippany,  NJ.  Arno  Safran  was  the  featured  speaker,  his  topic 
being  the  cent  legacy  of  John  Reich. 

The  following  signed  the  attendance  sheet: 


************* 


NEW  YORK  - NEW  JERSEY  MEETING  REPORT 


Don  Valenziano 


Ray  Williams 
James  Babiak 
John  Kraljevich,  Jr. 
William  Lutwyche 
Mickey  Dirnbauer 
Jim  Neiswinter 
Frank  Stillinger 
Tom  Rinaldo 
Angel  Pietri 
Bill  Sudbrink 
Spencer  Peck 
Chris  McCawley 
Clem  Schettino 
Robert  Schonwalter 
Denis  Loring 
Dr.  Lee  Ward 
David  Gladfelter 
Don  Valenziano 


Chris  Rooke 
Greg  Heim 
Vicken  Yegparian 
John  Dirnbauer 
Walter  Reed 
Joel  Spingarn 
C.  Douglas  Smith 
Bijan  Anvar 
Vince  DePoalo 
Richard  Meussner 
Frank  McGrath 
Tom  Turissini 
Joe  Pecorino 
Phil  Kalanta 
Herbert  Selbum 
Gary  J.  Smith 
Dan  Sorkowitz 
Steve  Fischer 
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NORTH  CENTRAL  REGIONAL  MEETING  REPORT 

Don  Valenziano 


A Regional  EAC  meeting  was  held  September  18,  during  the  Greater  Cincinnati 
Numismatic  Expo.  After  the  normal  round  of  introductions,  March  Wells  took  a moment  to 
thank  the  EAC'ers  who  contributed  to  his  $500  challenge  grant  for  the  library.  He  then 
passed  around  photos  of  his  "cherry  picks,"  S-98,  96NC5,  and  S218. 

Tom  Reynolds  shared  a recent  addition  to  his  collection,  an  1 800  NCI , second  finest 
known  of  a population  of  three. 

John  Wright  gave  an  overview  of  CD-ROM  and  possible  applications  for  copper  lovers. 
There  was  considerable  discussion  of  John  Lusk's  proposal  to  put  PENNY-WISE  on  CD-ROM 
for  sale.  Eighteen  of  us  said  we  would  purchase  the  product,  everyone  voted  for  the  project 
to  proceed. 


The  following  people  signed  in: 

Ray  Rouse 
Don  Valenziano 
Jim  Corrado 
William  Hopkins 
Bruce  Reinoehl 
Ed  Kucia 
Chris  McCawley 
Maurice  Shepherd 
John  Wright 
Ken  Mote 
Doug  Bird 
Bill  Noyes 
Steve  Fischer 


Rod  Widok 
March  Wells 
Wally  Gilligan 
Loelta  Hopkins 
Mabel  Ann  Wright 
Gene  Braig 
David  Sardella 
Tom  Reynolds 
Gino  Sanfilippo 
Layton  Shultz 
Rod  Burress 
Paul  Padget 
Jim  McGuigan 
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WEST  COAST  REGIONAL  MEETING  REPORT 

John  M.  Peters 


A REGION  7 meeting  of  EAC  was  held  at  the  Long  Beach  Numismatic  and 
Philatelic  Show,  Friday  evening,  October  The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by 

Chairman  Dan  Demeo  at  7:20  PM. 


As  is  usual,  all  persons  in  attendance  (members  and  guests)  were  asked  to  stand, 
identify  themselves,  and  state  their  collecting  interests.  The  following  people  were  in 
attendance: 


John  Peters 
Jim  Hart 
Haig  Koshkarian 
Jeff  Rock 
Jack  Robinson 
Dean  Pollack 
Mark  Emtman 
Randolph  Farrar 


Susan  Peters 
Alan  Meghrig 
Doug  McHenry 
Jack  Goetz 
Eugene  Freeman 
Doug  Bird 
Tom  Rinaldo 
Tom  Reynolds 


Dan  Demeo 
Joel  Spingarn 
Chris  McCawley 
Del  Bland 
G.  Lee  Kuntz 
Bill  Noyes 
Dale  Anderson 
Phil  Ralls 


Chairman  Dan  then  asked  if  anyone  had  any  important  cherry  pick  or  find  that  they 
would  like  to  report.  There  was  nothing  of  significance  to  report,  but  it  was  announced 
that  a very  nice  Colonial  collection  was  broken  up  at  the  ANA  Convention.  The  coins  will 
never  rest  together  again. 


Chris  McCawley  and  Bob  Grellman  would  be  holding  a Copper  auction  Saturday 

the  2'’'*. 


Tom  Reynolds  is  the  "new"  EAC  SALE  person  for  our  annual  Sale  at  the  National 
EAC  Convention. 

Mark  your  calendar  for  the  next  EAC  National  Convention,  to  be  hosted  in  Las 
Vegas  by  Al  Boka  from  April  21®*  to  April  24**’. 

EAC  needs  an  "Exhibits"  Chairman,  and  an  "Educational  Forum"  Chairman. 
Interested  parties  should  contact  EAC  President  Phil  Ralls  at  his  address  listed  in  front  of 
P-W. 


EAC  now  has  a Convention  oversite  chairman  in  Wes  Rasmussen. 

The  Colonial  Collectors  Coin  Club  (CCCC)  has  been  formed.  Sixty  people  attended 
the  formation  meeting  at  the  ANA  Convention.  CCC  would  hold  its  1®*  meeting  at  this 
Long  Beach  show  on  the  2"**  at  3:00  PM.  Tom  Rinaldo  stated  that  just  because  there  is 
now  a Colonial  Club,  their  intent  is  to  still  stay  active  and  contribute  information  to  EAC. 
It  is  not  their  intent  to  pull  away  from  EAC. 

The  Los  Angeles  Court  system  threw  out  ANS's  claims  concerning  "missing"  coins 
from  their  collection. 
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With  the  above  information  disseminated,  Chairman  Dan  then  introduced  the 
educational  portion  of  our  meeting,  which  was  a presentation  on  Colonial  Coppers  by  Jeff 
Rock.  The  title  of  Jeff's  talk-WHY  COLONIALS  FROM  A FINANCIAL  STANDPOINT. 

Jeff  opened  with  a bold  statement,  "(Colonials)  are  cheap  compared  to  half  cents, 
large  cents,  and  yes,  even  Hard  Times  tokens."  An  R7  in  a Colonial  (Copper)  goes  for 
about  one  tenth  of  a comparable  rarity  large  cent  or  half  cent.  Most  collectors  do  not 
know  that  Colonial  coins  are  typically  "scudzy,"  so  copper  people  pass  on  what  is 
considered  a cherry  coin  by  Colonial  standards.  Colonial  coins  are  weakly  struck,  so  by 
our  normal  standards  of  excellence  in  copper  we  pass  because  a coin  does  not  appear  to 
be  "all  there." 

Jeff  stated  that  the  RED  BOOK  would  provide  us  a good  Colonial  knowledge,  and 
a good  base  to  form  a collection. 

As  part  of  Jeff's  program,  he  brought  slides  to  show,  but  as  luck  would  have  it, 
the  slide  tray  fell  onto  the  floor  with  the  slides  flying  everywhere.  Thus  the  meeting  was 
adjourned  at  8:40  PM. 


************* 


PENNSYLVANIA  ASSOCIATION  OF  NUMISMATISTS  MEETING 

Tom  Reynolds 


An  EAC  meeting  was  held  on  Saturday,  October  16,  at  2:00  PM  in  conjunction 
with  the  Pennsylvania  Association  of  Numismatists  Show  held  in  Pittsburgh.  Members 
and  guests  in  attendance: 


Dan  Argyro  and  sons 
John  Burns 
Bill  Cleary 
Harry  Colborn 
Richard  Cross 
John  Eshboch 
Wayne  Homren 
Carl  Huszar 
Mortimer  Kadushin 


Jerry  Kochel 
Ken  Lowe 
John  Nicastro 
Tom  Reynolds 
Bob  Starliper 
Terry  StefI 
Myron  Xenos 
Bob  Zavos 


As  is  usual  at  an  EAC  meeting,  each  person  gave  a brief  introduction  including 
collecting  interests.  It  was  noted  that  nothing  of  significance  was  found  on  the  bourse 
floor. 


Tom  Reynolds  provided  the  program  by  answering  questions  regarding  current 
topics  about  early  copper.  Following  the  questions,  Tom  gave  an  overview  of  the 
situation  involving  the  large  cents  missing  from  the  ANS. 
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MEETING  ANNOUNCEMENTS 


March  Wells  called  to  say  that  there  will  be  an  EAC  meeting  at  the  Michigan  State  Show 
on  Friday  night,  November  26,  at  7:15  PM,  in  the  Indianapolis  Room. 


* * 


* 


Jeff  Rock  wrote  to  announce  that  the  Colonial  Coin  Collectors  Club  will  be  holding  a 
general  meeting  at  the  next  FUN  convention  in  Orlando,  Florida.  The  meeting  will  be  on 
Saturday--the  same  day  as  the  EAC  meeting.  It  is  scheduled  for  10:00  AM,  directly  after 
the  EAC  gathering.  Although  we  haven't  been  assigned  a room  yet,  the  room  number  will 
be  listed  in  the  convention  program  and  will  be  announced  prior  to  the  meeting. 
Interested  collectors  can  also  stop  by  any  of  the  dealers'  tables  to  find  out  more  about 
the  meeting.  As  usual,  the  meeting  will  give  members  present  a chance  to  talk  about 
whatever  they  want.  There  will  be  no  formal  topic,  talk,  or  presentation,  so  we're 
counting  on  our  members  and  guests  to  provide  the  topics  for  discussion--so  bring  some 
ideas,  comments,  or  coins.  There  will  also  be  a few  Colonial-related  exhibits  at  the  FUN 
show,  including  John  Griffee's  award-winning  exhibit  on  New  Jersey  coppers.  Everyone 
is  welcome  at  the  meeting  of  the  colonial  club,  members  or  not-we  hope  to  see  you 
there! 


************* 


MISCELLANEOUS  CLUB  ANNOUNCEMENTS 

EAC  '94  BOURSE 

Stu  Hodge 


Mailed  with  this  issue  is  a copy  of  the  bourse  application  for  EAC  '94.  Please  read 
the  comments  below  before  sending  in  your  application. 

Security  will  be  continuous  from  2 PM  on  Thursday,  April  21  through  2 PM  on 
Sunday,  April  24.  A security  room  will  be  available  from  2 PM  Thursday  through  set-up 
time  on  Friday. 

The  table  fee  this  year  will  be  $85  payable  with  the  application,  on  a first  come, 
first  served  basis.  The  fee  includes  one  display  table,  back-up  table,  one  display  case  and 
one  lamp.  More  of  each  are  available,  at  our  cost,  should  anyone  desire  additional  cases, 
etc. 


As  has  been  the  practice  in  the  past,  table  assignment  will  be  by  lottery. 

No  doubt  someone  will  complain  about  the  price  of  tables  versus  EAC  '93,  so  let 
me  explain  the  difference.  The  EAC  '94  bourse  will  attempt  to  be  a break-even  operation, 
hence  the  cost  of  guards,  bourse  space,  and  cases  will  be  passed  along  to  the  users. 
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That  philosophy  hasn't  always  been  employed  in  the  past,  resulting  in  the  bourse  costing 
the  club  money. 

Please  pay  particular  attention  to  the  comment  above  regarding  payment  with 
application.  Some  people  have  chosen  to  abuse  their  bourse  privileges  by  not  paying  in 
a timely  manner  or  not  at  all.  Several  people  still  owe  money  for  the  EAC  '93  tables. 
Applications  from  those  individuals  will  not  be  accepted  for  the  '94  convention  until  their 
'93  fees  are  paid  in  full. 


♦ ****♦♦***♦♦♦ 


SALES  LOTS  WANTED!!!! 

The  1994  EAC  Convention  will  be  held  in  Las  Vegas,  NV  April  21-24.  On 
Saturday  April  23,  the  annual  EAC  Sale  will  take  place.  With  200-1-  members  in 
attendance,  the  bidding  will  be  very  active! 

Since  there  is  no  "10%  buyer's  fee",  EAC  Sale  bidders  produce  higher  hammer 
prices,  which  translates  into  higher  net  proceeds  for  consignors.  For  example,  assume 
a coin  is  worth  approximately  $2000.  With  a 10%  buyer's  fee,  a bidder  will  stop  bidding 
at  approximately  $1800  since  the  total  price  paid  would  be  $1980,  including  the  10% 
buyer's  fee.  The  consignor  would  receive  90%  (assuming  a 10%  seller's  fee)  of  the 
$1800  hammer,  or  $1620.  In  an  EAC  Sale,  there  is  no  10%  buyer's  fee,  so  the 
consignor  would  receive  92%  (there  is  an  8%  seller's  fee)  of  the  hammer  of  $1980,  using 
my  example,  which  results  in  the  consignor  receiving  $1821,  an  increase  of 
approximately  $200.  Think  about  it!!!! 

Several  great  coins  have  been  received  thus  far  but  many  more  are  needed.  Please 
consign  to  the  1994  EAC  Sale!!  The  consignment  deadline  is  January  31,  1994  and 
coins  may  be  shipped  directly  to  me  or  brought  to  any  coin  show  that  I am  in  attendance. 
Call  me  if  you  wish  to  discuss  a consignment. 

Tom  Reynolds 
P.O.  Box  24529 
Omaha,  NE  68124 
(402)  895  - 3065 


************* 


EAC  LIBRARY  UPDATE 

Mabel  Ann  Wright,  Librarian 

Library  additions: 

Money  of  Pre-Federal  America.  Edited  by  John  M.  Kleeberg,  Coinage  of  the  Americas 
Conference  at  ANS,  May  1991 

The  State  Coinage  of  Connecticut,  by  Henry  C.  Miller 

The  Copper  Coins  of  Massachusetts,  by  Hillyer  Ryder,  soft 
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EAC  REGIONAL  REORGANIZATION 


As  written  in  Issue  #156  of  P-W.  page  247,  EAC  has  opted  to  consider  Regional 
Reorganization  and  Revitalization. 

A request  was  made  to  the  membership  by  Co-Chairs  Bob  Metzger  and  John  Peters 
to  send  your  ideas  so  a Presentation  could  be  made  to  President  Phil  Ralls  and  his  Board  of 
Governors.  The  response  has  been,  shall  I say,  underwhelming.  Would  you  please  go  back 
to  PW156,  read  the  article,  and  get  involved.  We  have  a chance  to  make  EAC  more 
meaningful  to  its  membership,  but  input  is  needed  to  do  what  is  best  for  the  membership  and 
future  of  EAC. 

Please  help  us  become  better. 


Co-Chair 
John  M.  Peters 
93  E.  Belmont 
Fresno,  CA  93701 


PENNY-WISE  CD-ROM  PROJECT 

Jon  Lusk  has  been  selected  by  the  EAC  Executive  Committee  to  convert  Penny-Wise 
into  a CD-ROM  format.  The  CD-ROM  will  be  available  to  EAC  members  at  cost.  There  will 
be  a slight  premium  for  non-EAC  members  who  wish  to  buy  the  disk.  Look  for  further 
announcements  regarding  this  project. 


1996  EAC  NATIONAL  CONVENTION  — CHERRY  HILL,  NEW  JERSEY 

The  Executive  Committee  has  awarded  the  1996  EAC  National  Convention  to  Cherry 
Hill,  NJ.  The  Committee  Co-Chairs  will  be  Don  Valenziano  and  Ed  Masuoka.  Please  watch 
Penny-Wise  for  further  information  regarding  this.  We  are  still  soliciting  sites  for  the 
convention  in  1997  and  subsequent  years.  If  anyone  has  a desire  to  host  the  convention  in 
the  future,  please  get  in  touch  with  me. 


LARGE  CENT  HAPPENING  AT  EAC  '94 

Jan  Valentine 

The  varieties  selected  for  the  1994  Large  Cent  Happening  in  Las  Vegas  are: 

1793  Sheldon-1 
1798  Sheldon  -144 
1817  Newcomb-1  2 
1 820  Newcomb-6 
1 848  Newcomb-1  8 
1 855  Newcomb-5 

If  you  have  any  of  these,  plan  on  bringing  them  to  the  Convention  next  April.  Any 
questions,  please  call  me  at  (707)  252  - 3383. 
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ANNOUNCING  THE  ORGANIZATION  OF 
THE  LARGE  CENT  CONDITION  CENSUS  COMMITTEE 


STATEMENT  OF  PURPOSE 

The  committee  will  maintain,  update,  and  improve  the  large  cent  condition  census. 
The  committee's  primary  function  is  to  provide  an  updated  and  accurate  rank  ordered 
listing  of  the  finest  large  cents  of  a given  die  variety.  The  information  gathered  will  be 
shared  and  disseminated  to  all  who  wish  it.  While  grading  is  an  intrinsic  part  of  the 
committee's  operation,  it  is  not  its  primary  function.  Individuals  wishing  to  obtain  an 
informal  grade  for  a large  cent  may  present  a cent  to  any  committee  member. 

COMMITTEE  MEMBERS 

Del  Bland,  Bob  Grellman,  Denis  Loring,  Tom  Reynolds,  Jack  Robinson,  and  Chris 
Victor-McCawley.  If  a committee  member  can  no  longer  serve,  the  remaining  committee 
members  will  choose  a replacement  member.  A committee  member  may  be  removed  only 
by  unanimous  vote  of  the  other  committee  members.  Additional  members  may  be  added 
to  the  committee  only  by  unanimous  vote  of  the  other  committee  members.  Consultants 
may  be  used  on  an  ad  hoc  basis  when  desired. 

POLICIES  AND  PROCEDURES 

1.  INITIAL  LARGE  CENT  CONDITION  CENSUS 

The  starting  condition  census  will  be  that  compiled  by  Del  Bland  as  of  1-1-94  for 
early  and  middle  dates.  For  late  dates  it  will  be  that  compiled  by  Bob  Grellman  as  of  1-1- 
94.  These  censes  will  be  reviewed  by  the  committee  at  its  earliest  convenience.  Any 
changes  will  be  made  prior  to  the  review  of  individual  coins  as  outlined  below. 

2.  COMMITTEE  MEMBERS 

A meeting  of  the  committee  for  the  purpose  of  updating  the  census  will  be  held 
each  year  at  the  annual  EAC  National  Convention.  Other  meetings  are  called  only  by  the 
committee  chair.  Del  Bland  will  be  chair  of  the  committee.  The  committee  chair  may  call 
a meeting  with  only  3 other  members,  if  one  or  two  members  are  unable  to  attend.  All 
reasonable  efforts  will  be  made  to  insure  that  all  members  are  notified  about  each 
meeting. 

Additional  meetings  may  be  held  from  time  to  time  whenever  the  chair  and  3 other 
committee  members  are  present.  In  addition,  coins  may  be  evaluated  outside  the  context 
of  a meeting  by  any  process  unanimously  agreed  upon  by  the  committee. 

3.  LARGE  CENT  REGISTRY 

A computerized  registry  of  the  condition  census  shall  be  maintained  and  updated. 
This  registry  will  be  kept  by  several  different  individuals  chosen  by  the  committee.  A 
uniform  format  or  interconvertable  formats  will  be  used  for  the  registry. 
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4. 


NEW  DISCOVERIES 


New  specimens  may  be  presented  by  the  owner  to  one  of  the  committee 
members.  If  that  committee  member  feels  the  coin  presented  is  of  CC  quality,  it  must  be 
submitted  for  consensus  grading  by  the  entire  committee.  If  the  coin  is  not  deemed  of 
CC  quality,  the  owner  may  submit  the  coin  for  an  appeal  to  the  entire  committee. 

5.  DISPUTES  INVOLVING  COINS  ALREADY  LISTED  IN  THE  CC 

If  a large  cent  owner  disagrees  with  the  condition  census  ranking  of  his  or  her 
coin,  the  owner  may  submit  the  coin  in  question  for  a consensus  grade  and  placement  in 
the  CC. 

6.  COINS  UNAVAILABLE  FOR  CONSENSUS  GRADING 

If  a committee  member  sees  a coin  that  cannot  be  or  is  not  submitted  for  a 
consensus  grade,  that  coin  may  be  entered  in  the  CC  registry,  but  in  parentheses, 
denoting  the  fact  that  no  consensus  grade  is  available. 

7.  IRRECONCILABLE  DIFFERENCES 

From  time  to  time  the  committee  may  not  be  able  to  reach  a majority  consensus 
opinion  (4  or  more  members  agree)  regarding  a specific  cent.  When  this  occurs,  the 
listing  will  include  each  individual  committee  member's  opinion.  The  committee  may,  if 
it  so  desires,  employ  a consultant  in  such  situations  to  break  the  deadlock. 

8.  PHOTOGRAPHIC  ARCHIVE 

The  EAC  library  shall  be  used  as  a photographic  archival  resource.  CDI  or  CD-ROM 
archival  will  be  considered. 

9.  PUBLICATION  OF  THE  LARGE  CENT  CONDITION  CENSUS 

The  condition  census  shall  be  published  from  time  to  time  in  places  and  formats 
chosen  by  the  committee.  The  committee's  condition  census  will  be  published  in  Copper 
Quotes  by  Robinson.  Condition  census  information  will  be  freely  available  to  all  who 
desire  it,  but  copyright  is  retained  by  the  committee. 


COUNTERSTAMPED  LARGE  CENTS  WANTED 

For  my  personal  collection,  which  I have  been  gathering  since  1955,  I desire  to  purchase 
counterstamped  large  cents  of  all  dates,  with  the  names  of  individuals,  merchants,  political 
slogans,  motifs  - just  about  anything  except  stray  letters  and  numbers.  I would  be  pleased 
to  make  an  offer  for  any  coins  submitted  to  me,  or  I invite  you  to  send  them  on  approval  with 
an  invoice.  I am  not  looking  for  bargains  and  will  pay  any  reasonable  price,  as  they  are  not 
for  resale.  Please  let  me  hear  from  you.  All  correspondence  will  be  answered. 

David  Bowers,  EAC  #204 
c/o  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  Inc. 

Box  1 224 

Wolfesboro,  NH  03894 
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EAC  Sale 


CfiLL  FOR  CONSIGNMENTS 


The  Sale  Committee  is  soliciting  consignments  for  the  1994  EAC  Sale  to  be  held  in 
conjunction  with  the  annual  Early  American  Coppers  Convention.  The  Convention  will 
be  held  in  Las  Vegas.  Nevada. 

The  Early  American  Coppers  Convention  is  devoted  exclusively  to  early  U.S.  copper 
coins;  EAC’s  members  are  the  most  active  and  interested  in  this  field.  Your  early  U.S. 
copper  coins  will  thus  receive  full  exposure  to  serious  copper  collectors  and  dealers. 

The  Sale  will  be  limited  to  approximately  450 
to  500  lots.  It  is  the  Committee’s  goal  that 
the  Sale  be  composed  of:  {see  upper  right  inset) 

In  past  years,  choice,  scarce  and  rare  coins 
have  brought  very  strong  prizes.  The  1994 
Sale  should  continue  this  tradition.  Better 
coins  and  consignments  are  requested.  Large  cents  should  have  a minimum  value  of 
$100  per  coin.  Coins  other  than  Large  Cents  will  be  accepted  regardless  of  value,  to 
the  extent  explained  in  the  report  of  the  EAC  Sale  Committee  (September,  1991  issue 
of  Penny-Wise). 

Commissions  are  charged  to  defray  the  costs 
of  the  EAC  Convention,  and  are  on  a sliding 
scale  based  upon  convention  costs  and  the 
total  Sale  gross  receipts.  Commission  rates 
will  be:  (see  inset  directly  right) 

There  are  no  buyer's  fees  in  EfiC  sales! 


Gross  Receipts 

Commission  Rote 

$000,001  - $150,000 

8.0% 

$150,001  - $250,000 

6.0% 

$250,001  - $300,000 

5.0% 

$300,001  - $400,000 

4.0% 

$400,001  - $500,000 

3.5% 

$500,001  and  up  . . , 

3.0% 

TYPE  LOTS 

HALF  CENTS 30-100 

LARGE  CENTS 350-400 

COLONIALS 15-20 

HARD  TIMES  TOKENS  ...15-20 
LITERATURE 10-15 


CONSIGNMENT  DEADLINE  D JANUARY  31.  1994 


fill  coins  should  be  sent  via  REGISTERED  MRIL,  RETURN  RECEIPT  REQUESTED. 
Consignments  may  be  hand-delivered  to  Tom  at  major  coin  shows. 

Coin  consignments  will  be  acknowledged  within  45  days  of  receipt. 

Feel  free  to  contact  Tom  Reynolds  in  advance  to  discuss  your  coins,  and  to 
review  the  advantages  to  you  and  to  the  Club  of  consigning  to  the  EfiC  Sale. 


CONTACT 


Thomas  Reynolds 
Post  Office  Box  24529 
Omaha,  Nebraska  68124 

(402)  895-3065 
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CURRENT  EAC  MEMBERSHIP  "STATE-TISTICS 

As  of  October  25,  1993 
Rod  Burress 


State 

# of  Members 

Increase  or 
Decrease 
over  10/92 

State 

# of  Members 

Increase  or 
Decrease 
over  10/92 

CA 

171 

-1 

ME 

1 1 

0 

NY 

134 

+ 1 

AL 

1 1 

-M 

PA 

122 

+ 7 

NE 

10 

+ 2 

OH 

85 

-2 

NM 

8 

-f  2 

NJ 

85 

-8 

LA 

8 

+ 2 

IL 

72 

-4 

AR 

8 

+ 2 

TX 

69 

+ 7 

SC 

8 

-2 

MA 

69 

-3 

wv 

8 

0 

MD 

67 

-1-2 

OK 

7 

-1 

FL 

66 

-2 

Rl 

7 

-1 

Ml 

52 

-4 

VT 

7 

+ 2 

CT 

49 

-2 

AK 

6 

+ 2 

WA 

44 

-1 

ID 

6 

0 

VA 

40 

0 

DC 

6 

+ 1 

MN 

30 

-1 

MS 

5 

-M 

CO 

27 

-1 

HI 

4 

-1 

IN 

27 

-2 

SD 

3 

0 

MO 

26 

-4 

NV 

3 

-1 

GA 

26 

-1 

WY 

2 

+ 2 

KS 

19 

+ 3 

ND 

1 

0 

NH 

19 

0 

MT 

1 

0 

lA 

19 

-1-2 

UT 

1 

0 

NC 

18 

-4 

KY 

18 

-6 

TN 

17 

-2 

2 

0 

OR 

16 

-1 

1 

0 

Wl 

15 

0 

1 

-1- 1 

AZ 

15 

-f  1 

1 

0 

DE 

12 

-1 

4 

+ 4 

— for  a grand  total  of  1569  members,  a decrease  of  1 1 over  last  year.  200  new  members 
joined.  Most  of  the  dropouts  are  people  who  joined  in  the  last  year  or  so.  Some  percentage 
of  the  dropouts  do  reactivate  their  memberships  once  they  realize  they  are  no  longer  receiving 
Penny-Wise. 
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NEW  CANDIDATES  FOR  EAC  MEMBERSHIP 


The  following  persons  have  applied  for  membership  in  EAC  since  the  last  issue  of  P-W. 
Provided  that  no  adverse  comments  on  any  particular  individual  are  received  by  the 
Membership  Committee  before  the  January  issue  of  P-W.  all  will  be  declared  elected  to  full 
membership  at  that  time.  Chairman  of  the  Membership  Committee  is  Rod  Burress,  9743 
Leacreast,  Cincinnati,  Ohio  45215. 


NAME 

CITY,  STATE 

MEMBER  it 

Dorothy  Gershenson 

Elkins  Park,  PA 

4045 

James  J.  Matuszak 

Michigan  City,  IN 

4046 

William  F.  Hull 

Norcross,  GA 

4047 

Robert  Salvatore 

Lansdowne,  PA 

4048 

Dene  K.  Brower 

lola,  KS 

4049 

Tom  Hancock 

Montgomery,  IL 

4050 

Jeff  Travis 

Greenfield  Center,  NY 

4051 

Paul  Wilson 

Philadelphia,  PA 

4052 

Micki  L.  Eskridge 

Seaford,  DE 

4053 

Bill  Krafft 

Springfield,  OH 

4054 

Dawn  Cucco 

Carle  Place,  NY 

4055 

Fred  Hyder 

East  Liverpool,  OH 

4056 

Larry  Mansperger 

Blythe,  CA 

4057 

Nick  Tosches 

New  York,  NY 

4058 

Russell  Zarichny 

Granada  Hills,  CA 

4059 

R.  G.  Barsanti 

Dallas,  TX 

4060 

Larry  Hamilton 

Caldwell,  ID 

4061 

Andrew  T.  Susice 

Carthage,  NY 

4062 

Curtis  J.  Wood 

Westminister,  CO 

4063 

Stuart  E.  Clayton 

Newark,  OH 

4064 

Brian  Lawrence 

Cedar  Rapids,  lA 

4065 

Bill  Brown 

Hyde  Park,  VT 

4066 

Frank  Martino 

Marion,  CT 

4067 

Pete  Drescher 

Youngstown,  OH 

4068 

Gary  L.  McClanahan 

San  Diego,  CA 

4069 

Elmer  E.  Pierce 

Ephrata,  PA 

4070 

Edward  Lee 

Honolulu,  HI 

4071 

James  Lawniczak 

Novelty,  OH 

4072 

Vaughn  W.  Kuehl 

Fairmont,  MN 

4073 

Donald  E.  Neiman 

Dallastown,  PA 

4074 

H.  E.  Howell 

Elkins,  WV 

4075 

Thomas  A.  Holland 

Falmouth,  MA 

4076 

Marc  Mayhugh 

Kansas  City,  KS 

4077 

Donald  M.  Rogde 

Quarryville,  PA 

4078 

Stephen  M.  Comstock 

Springfield,  VT 

4079 

William  Popovich 

Olyphant,  PA 

4080 

Bruce  Sullen 

Old  Lyme,  CT 

4081 

Fred  Watson 

Weatherford,  TX 

4082 

John  R.  Stephens 

W.  henrietta,  NY 

4083 

Henry  F.  Salvione 

Staten  Island,  NY 

4084 

««««**«****«« 
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STARTING  A LARGE  CENT  COLLECTION 

Evan  Kapold  (EAC  #2750) 


So,  you've  decided  to  collect  large  cents. 

I began  seriously  collecting  them  about  five  years  ago.  When  I started.  I'd  already 
collected  coins  for  as  long  as  I could  remember.  As  many  other  collectors,  I began  with 
Whitman  Blue  Books  as  a youngster.  As  an  adult,  however,  I began  to  realize  that  there  was 
something  missing  when  I collected  Lincoln  Head  cents  or  Morgan  dollars.  Then  I discovered 
that  there  was  more  to  collecting  than  filling  empty  spaces  in  cardboard  coin  holders;  there 
was  knowledge  to  be  had.  It  was  at  that  point  that  I became  seriously  interested  in  collecting 
large  cents. 

The  reason  I am  writing  this  is  because  there  seems  to  be  so  much  information  in 
Penny-Wise  directed  toward  the  more  seasoned  collector,  while  the  neophyte  large  cent 
collector  might  feel  left  out,  and  left  out  in  the  bourse  area  wondering  how  to  start  collecting. 

If  you  are  new  to  collecting  large  cents,  I am  too.  It's  just  that  I've  been  "new"  at  it 
for  about  five  years.  The  reason  I am  writing  this  is  in  hope  that  1)  a new  collector  won't 
become  discouraged,  and  2)  to  explain  some  of  my  experiences  so  that  a "newcomber"  won't 
make  some  of  the  mistakes  that  I feel  I made. 

The  first  area  I wish  to  discuss  with  you,  my  fellow  new  collector  of  large  cents,  is 
what  to  collect.  Now  I've  already  stated  that  we  are  persons  interesting  in  collecting  large 
cents,  but  it  is  not  as  simple  as  it  seems  — and  that  is  one  of  the  principal  reasons  it  IS  so 
fascinating,  because  it  is  not  simple.  As  the  cliche  goes,  get  the  book  first.  If  you  have  a 
Guide  Book,  any  recent  edition,  you  are  ready  to  make  some  determinations  about  what  area 
to  collect.  Understand  that  when  you  consider  any  given  year  of  large  cents,  one  fascination 
is  the  fact  that  large  cents,  and  their  baby  sisters,  the  half  cents,  can  be  collected  by  variety. 
If  you  consider  the  large  cents  of  the  year  1848,  for  example,  there  are  over  forty  varieties 
for  that  year. 

If  a person  takes  into  consideration  all  the  years  that  the  mint  produced  large  cents 
and  all  the  varieties  that  were  manufactured  in  each  year,  there  are  over  a thousand  different 
large  cents  that  can  be  collected.  Only  six  or  seven  persons  have  been  successful  in 
collecting  all  the  varieties  of  large  cents.  Now-a-days  one  would  probably  have  to  be  able  to 
spend  well  over  a million  dollars  to  get  them  all,  not  to  mention  the  many  years  of  searching 
to  find  them!  It  is  wiser  to  pick  a certain  area  of  large  cent  collecting  that  has  realistic  goals. 
You  need  a method  for  your  collecting  (madness),  if  you  will. 

Here  are  just  several  examples  of  ways  to  begin  a "collection"  as  opposed  to  a bunch 
of  coins  that  don't  have  a connection,  if  you  will  allow  me  to  use  that  word. 

The  Guide  Book,  a.k.a.  Red  book,  offers  a very  reasonable  goal  for  a collection  of  large 
or  half  cents.  The  simplest  collection  could  be  to  form  a type  set  of  large  cents. 

Basically  there  are  seven  types  listed  in  the  Red  Book.  These  types  are  the  Chain,  Wreath, 
Liberty  Cap,  Draped  Bust,  Classic  Head,  Coronet  Head,  and  Braided  Hair.  This  is  one  way  to 
begin  a collection.  Another  way  would  be  to  collect  a date  set.  One  could  try  to  get  one  of 
each  year  from  1793  to  1857,  except  of  course  for  the  one  year  that  large  cents  weren't 
minted,  1815.  The  next  level  of  collecting  would  be  to  try  to  collect  a Red  Book  Variety  set. 


-454- 


This  is  a true  challenge  and  one  begins  to  encounter  very  rare  and  expensive  coins.  Probably 
the  rarest  of  this  Red  Book  Variety  set  would  be  the  1 795  Reeded  edge.  The  Red  Book  states 
that  there  are  six  known  examples.  I was  at  a recent  auction  where  one  example  of  this 
variety  sold  for  over  $1 15,000!  And  the  grade  of  the  coin  as  stated  in  the  auction  catalog 
was  Good-6. 

Another  method  to  collect  is  to  select  one  of  the  seven  type  coins  and  try  to  complete 
that  series.  Large  cents  may  also  be  separated  into  three  broad  eras,  early  dates,  middle 
dates,  and  late  dates.  Early  dates  would  cover  the  period  from  1 793  to  1814,  middle  dates 
from  1 81  6 to  1 839,  while  late  dates  were  minted  from  1 840  to  1 857.  Any  of  these  could 
be  collected  by  variety. 

When  you  get  a little  farther  into  the  collecting  of  large  cents,  when  you  suddenly 
realize  that  this  hobby  can  be  so  captivating  as  to  border  on  an  obsession  for  many,  you  will 
see  that  some  people  are  middle  date  collectors  or  late  date  collectors.  My  personal  method 
involves  collecting  late  date  large  cents,  but  I further  limit  myself  to  just  1 0 years,  from  1 840 
through  1 849. 

Whatever  you  decide,  try  to  select  a method  for  your  madness  early  on.  You  will 
derive  the  greatest  pleasure  from  forming  a "collection"  as  opposed  to  just  a bunch  of  coins 
that  have  no  rhyme  or  reason  in  their  relation  to  each  other.  Another  consideration,  one  that 
collectors  must  take  into  account,  is  that  a "collection"  is  an  investment  on  a secondary  level; 
and  that  "collection"  will  eventually,  probably  be  worth  more  to  you  financially  as  well  as 
aesthetically,  than  a group  of  coins  that  are  not  somehow  methodically  selected. 

*#««*****«««« 

NEW  VARIETY  OF  "1817"  FOUND 

Randolph  Farrar 


Let  me  first  state  that  this  is  a known  variety  to  specialists,  but  not  listed  in  Newcomb 
or  Wright,  or  with  the  1 8 1 7's  in  Breen's  Encyclopedia. 

So,  on  with  the  story. 

I have  been  attempting  to  complete  a set  of  1817  Large  Cents  in  Very  Fine  — for 
around  $50  a coin.  Specialists  will  know  this  is  possible  for  about  half  of  the  17  Newcomb 
varieties.  There  are  actually  around  20  collectibles  when  a person  considers  "with  mouse" 
and  "without  mouse"  in  the  same  variety  (actually,  die  state  differences).  I have  been 
disappointed  that  I have  not  been  able  to  add  to  my  collection  recently.  I have  been  chasing 
the  1817  N-1  6 (the  1 5 star  variety).  I was  pleased  to  add  a Fine-1  2 

I got  through  Richard  Coday.  But  the  1817  N-1  6 in  Very  Fine  is  just  gyi  of  my  price  range. 

I faithfully  go  to  the  E.A.C.  Western  Regional  meetings  in  Long  Beach.  Tom  Rinaldo 
(a  Colonial  collector)  heard  me  bemoaning  the  lack  of  money  to  bid  on  a beautiful  VF  N-1  6 
that  Chris  Victor-McCawley  had  at  his  June  auction. 

Tom  suggested  I branch  off  into  Colonials  and  gave  me  his  creatively  produced 
"Copper  Tome  #9".  I read  about  the  low  price  of  Colonials,  their  relative  obscurity  among  the 
collecting  fraternity,  and  their  wide  variety. 
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Our  E.A.C.  Western  Regional  meeting  in  October  presented  a program  on  Colonials. 

I talked  with  Tom  afterwards  about  "an  interesting  coin  under  $50"  of  his  choice  (for  me  to 
buy,  to  start  in  collecting  Colonials). 

Well  . . . here's  the  new  variety  of  1 81 7:  a 1 781  NORTH  AMERICAN  TOKEN.  Breen 
tells  a wonderful  story  of  how  Douglas  Winter  (then  a teenager!)  "discovered  that  this  '1781' 
piece  shares  letter  punches  with  two  tokens  . . . datable  to  the  1810-20  period  . . . 
Considerations  of  style  induced  Winter  to  assign  the  1817-19  period  as  the  most  probable 
time  of  issue." 

It  appears  that  "New  York  and  Philadelphia  merchants,  in  need  of  small  coins  to  make 
change,  ordered  a variety  of  tokens  from  Birmingham  and  Dublin  mints.  Among  them  may 
now  be  named  ...  the  "1781"  NORTH  AMERICAN  TOKEN. 

"Why  was  it  backdated  1871?  Winter  has  suggested  that  this  date  commemorates 
Cornwallis's  surrender."^ 

So  I now  have  in  my  collection  of  1817  Large  Cents  a token  produced  in  Dublin  for 
probable  use  in  Philadelphia,  the  mint  of  the  1817's.  Q.  David  Bowers  writes:  "Coins  are 
literally  the  footprints  of  history  . . . The  contemplation  of  history-of  what  the  coin  has  seen 
and  done-adds  an  extra  element  of  desirability."^ 

Thank  you  Tom,  for  such  an  enigmatic  coin  and  for  the  fun  of  the  research!  (Oh  yes, 
Tom  Rinaldo  is  also  a dealer  in  Colonials  through  his  Yesteryear  Coins,  P.O.  Box  1 86,  Bolinas, 
CA  94924). 

Tom  writes  about  his  coin:  (No.)  217.  "1781"  NORTH  AMERICAN  TOKEN  Fine. 
Another  example  of  this  backdated  coin  . . . Smooth  with  full  legends  . . . However  it  has 
been  banged  at  several  points  along  the  rim,  and  there's  some  scratches  (sic)  date  side.  Nice 
budget  coin.""^ 

Summation:  New  Collectors:  make  friends  with  E.A.C.  dealers  and  they  will  help  you. 
It's  ok  to  set  arbitrary  limits  on  your  spending.  Buy  books  when  there  aren't  coins  to  buy  in 
your  budget.  Be  willing  to  'accept  second  best';  less  than  top  quality  coins.  But,  most  of  all- 
have  FUN. 

Thanks  to  Chris  Victor-McCawley  for  his  easy  viewing  of  his  auction  inventory  (the 
#201  of  the  McCawley  / Grellman  Sale  #8  was  truly  beautiful.) 

Thanks  to  Richard  Coday  for  his  continual  search  for  low  cost  coins. 

Thanks  to  Tom  Rinaldo  for  his  creative  style  of  education! 

’ Breen,  Walter  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  and  Colonial  Coins,  p.  126 
^ ibid 

^ Bowers,  Q.  David  "Collecting  vs.  Investing"  in  Rare  Coin  Review  No.  72,  Spring  1989 
“ Rinaldo,  Tom  "Colonial  Numismatics  List-July  1993"  (no  pagination) 

************* 
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THE  CARL  WURTZBACH  COLLECTION 


Bob  Vail 


Every  major  large  cent  collector  and  researcher  Is  fam- 
iliar with  the  name  Carl  Wurtzbach.  He  was  called  one  of 
the  "Big  Four  of  the  Big  Cents"  by  Dr.  Sheldon,  but  mystery 
seems  to  surround  the  dispersal  of  his  coins. 

Walter  Breen,  in  his  Encyclopedia  of  United  States  Half 
Cents  makes  several  references  to  the  Carl  Wurtzbach  half 
cent  collection  being  sold  by  Barney  Bluestone  on  April  29, 
1943,  the  first  reference  being  on  page  101.  What  about  his 
large  cents?  We  know  that  Virgil  Brand  purchased  the  "Wurtz- 
bach Collection"  in  1919,  consisting  of  164  large  cents,  43 
half  cents,  592  Colonials,  136  Hard  Times  tokens,  and  348 
various  other  coins.  See  page  193  of  Virgil  Brand:  The  Man 
and  His  Era,  by  Q.  David  Bowers.  These  large  cents  consis- 
ted of  78  early  dates,  including  19  1793's,  eight  1794^s, 
two  l799"s,  and  three  I804's,  most  being  of  Condition  Census 
quality.  The  balance  was  middle  and  late  dates,  including 
eight  proofs.  The  total  cost  of  the  large  cents  at  the  time 
was  $4000.  We  also  know  that  a "Wurtzbach  Consignment"  of 
large  cents  was  sold  in  Stack's  1976  ANA  Sale,  lots  344-401. 
These  coins  had  been  purchased  "many  years  ago"  from  Wurtz- 
bach and  consigned  by  Charles  Wheeler  to  the  ANA  auction. 

According  to  Dr.  Sheldon's  Inventory,  39  of  his  coins 
came  from  Wurtzbach  or  the  Wurtzbach  Collection,  the  earli- 
est acquired  in  1925  being  a 1794  S-25.  21  or  so  of  the 

coins  came  In  a group  via  Barney  Bluestone  In  March,  1949. 
These  included  Sheldon  numbers  34,  156,  191,  192,  194,  196, 
198,  215,  217,  232,  238,  246,  251,  269,  272,  276,  281,  293, 
294,  and  295,  the  S-232  being  represented  by  two  examples. 
This  group  probably  came  from  the  balance  of  the  Wurtzbach 
holdings,  as  he  died  on  August  30,  1947.  Pete  Smith,  in  his 
"Names  With  Notes,"  comments  that  Barney  Bluestone's  100th 
Sale,  February  28,  1948,  featured  Wurtzbach  coins — these,  no 
doubt,  the  remnants  after  Sheldon  and  perhaps  others  had 
purchased  what  they  wanted. 

If  anyone  has  additional  Information  on  the  Wurtzbach 
collection,  the  author  would  appreciate  hearing  from  you. 

Another  Perfectionist 

Walter  Breen  called  Dr.  Beckwith  "the  first  perfection- 
ist" in  his  writeup  in  P-W  back  in  1972,  pages  127-135.  I 
would  like  to  nominate  a relative-unknown,  Thomas  J.  Wass 
III,  as  another  perfectionist.  His  collection  was  auctioned 
on  March  14,  1959  by  NY-NJ  Auction  Sales,  a firm  apparently 
co-owned  by  Wass  and  R.  McAusland.  The  large  cents  consis- 
ted of  lots  665-838,  including  numerous  condition  census 
pieces.  The  first  middle  date  to  be  auctioned  was  lot  698, 
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an  1816  N-5,  ex-Dav i s/Graves , Stack''s  4/54:  1650.  Of  the 
120  lots  of  middle  and  late  date  cents,  47  were  purchased  by 
Herbert  Oeschner  and  reappeared  in  Stack''s  9/88  auction  of 
his  collection,  29  were  purchased  by  Louis  Helfenstein,  28 
of  which  appeared  in  the  1964  auction  of  his  collection. 

Thus,  75  of  120  lots  reappeared  in  the  two  above-men- 
tioned famous  collections  of  quality  large  cents.  Others 
sold  to  Emanuel  Taylor,  Herbert  Tobias,  Doug  Smith,  and 
Floyd  Starr.  Many  of  the  Wass  coins  came  from  the  Dupont, 
Ryder,  Sawicki,  and  other  sales  of  note.  Their  sale  helped 
launch  Wass  as  a nat i onal 1 y-promi nent  dealer. 


ROD  BURRESS,  EAC  #109  9743  Leacrest  Cincinnati,  OH  45215 

FOR  SALE: 


250  sheets  $2.50 
$3.00 

$8.50  per  1 ,000 
$2.50 


#4  Soft  jeweler’s  bnish  $7.50  each 
Jeweler’s  tissue  4X4  inch  Box  of  1,000  sheets  $7.50 
Xylol  - 4 oz.  bottle  plus  100  wooden  stick  Q-tips 
Wooden  stick  Q-tips  $4.50  per  500 
Blue  Ribbon  Coin  Conditioner  2 oz.  bottle 
Cast  Iron  Notary  Seal  Machine  converted  to  make  aluminum 

foil  pressings  — medium  size  $34.00  large  size  $37.00 
Notary  Press  - unconverted  - for  the  do-it-yourselfer  med.  $17.00  Ig.  $19.00 
Double  Row  Coin  Storage  Box  for  2X2  holders  14  inches  long 

premium  quality  heavy  duty  103  wgt.  pasteboard  - Color  Red  or  Black  $4.25  ea. 

Heavy  Duty  28  lb.  2X2  coin  envelopes  colors  GRAY 
box  of  500  $9.00  Send  SASE  for  sample. 

Cotton  liners  100  percent  soft  cotton  flannel  interest.  Fit  inside 

standard  2X2  coin  envelopes.  Send  SASE  for  sample  $19.00  per  hundred  VIGOR 

lOX  Triplet  magnifying  glass  very  high  quality  optics  extra  wide 

13/16  inch  lens  best  glass  on  market  to  my  knowledge  $45.00 
Sulfiir  ointment  10%  1 -f  oz.  jar  $2.50 

Attribution  guides  for  Matron  Head  Cents  1816-35  ....  37  pgs.  $4.00 


Add  $3.00  per  order  ($3.50  for  western  states)  for  shipping.  Shipment  by  UPS  - you  must  give  a street 
address,  not  deliverable  to  P.O.  Box  number. 

WRITE  FOR  FREE  PRICE  LIST  OF  LARGE  CENTS  FOR  SALE. 


Emphasis  on  coppers  with  nice  color  and  surfaces.  Mostly  in  the  $10  to  $2(X)  price  range.  Many  choice 
middle  dates.  Many  nice  early  dates.  Some  late  dates,  half  cents,  hard  times  tokens. 
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 


BILL  NOYES  writes. 

Congratulations  to  Tom  Reynolds,  who  will  take  over  the 
EAC  Sale  starting  In  1994.  I have  wholeheartedly  supported 
Tom's  selection  from  the  beginning.  He  Is  a long-time,  very 
experienced  member  of  EAC.  I have  complete  confidence  In 
Tom's  ability  to  handle  this  Job  and  urge  all  past  consign- 
ors to  send  appropriate  coins  for  the  1994  Sale.  I have  a 
few  comments  that  I bit  my  tongue  and  did  not  write  while  I 
was  EAC  Sale  Cataloger,  but  which  I will  now  say  in  hopes 
that  it  may  make  Tom's  Job  a bit  easier  and  the  EAC  Sale  a 
bit  better. 

Put  bluntly,  members  who  consign  coins  that  are  appro- 
priate for  the  EAC  Sale  to  a commercial  auction  instead  are 
crazy!  Commercial  auctions  normally  charge  10%  to  the  sel- 
ler and  10%  to  the  buyer.  The  EAC  Sale  charges  a maximum  of 
8%  to  the  SELLER  ONLY.  Consider  the  example  of  a coin  worth 
$500.  In  a commercial  auction,  the  buyer  has  to  factor  in 
the  10%  Buyer's  Fee,  so  a maximum  bid  of  $450  would  result, 
making  the  buyer's  cost  $495.  The  seller  pays  a 10%  fee 
based  on  the  hammer  price  of  $450,  realizing  net  proceeds  of 
$405  on  the  coin.  In  an  EAC  Sale,  the  buyer  bids  $500  and 
that  is  the  total  cost.  The  seller  pays  8%  of  the  hammer 
price  of  $500,  with  net  proceeds  to  the  seller  of  $460,  or 
$55  more  than  from  a commercial  auction.  How  can  you  be 
hoodwinked  into  believing  your  treasures  are  going  to  bring 
7-12%  MORE  at  an  auction  attended  by  a couple  of  dozen  bid- 
ders, most  of  whom  are  dealers,  than  at  the  EAC  Sale  where 
100-150  bidders  are  present,  most  of  whom  are  COLLECTORS? 
Fact:  collectors  ultimately  always  pay  more.  Fact:  many  cop- 
per collectors  attend  ONLY  the  EAC  Sale  every  year,  and  save 
money  for  the  express  purpose  of  bidding  at  EAC.  Fact:  vir- 
tually no  mail  bidder  is  successful  at  EAC.  Fact:  strong 
floor  action  and  a large  number  of  lots  selling  on  the  floor 
equals  strong,  fair  prices.  Detractors  will  say  that  mail 
bidders  have  no  chance  at  EAC  Sales  because  the  coins  have 
been  undergraded:  but  the  truth  is  no  mail  bidder  can  ever 
bid  successfully  on  choice,  conservatively-graded  material, 
because  no  matter  how  much  he  TRUSTS  the  cataloger,  he  holds 
back  that  last  small  amount  out  of  doubt;  whereas  the  floor 
bidder  who  has  studied  the  coin  will  not  hold  back.  Know 
your  coins;  know  your  cataloger;  but  if  you  want  to  bid  on 
choice  coins,  do  so  in  person--otherwl se , you  are  breaking 
one  of  Noyes'  tenets  of  successful  coin  collecting:  NEVER 
trust  someone  else  with  YOUR  money!  This  is  a not-so-subt 1 e 
hint  to  ALL  EAC'ers  to  come  to  the  1994  Convent i on--Las 
Vegas  in  April,  what  more  could  you  want?--you  might  even 
find  time  to  look  at  coins  or  attend  the  Sale!  And  don't 
forget  to  bring  CC  large  cents  and  Colonials  for  Noyes  to 
photograph;  I'll  have  nothing  else  to  do!! 
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Wh.it  else  did  I le.irn  from  c-at-aloglng  EAC  Sales  since 
1980?  Buyers  in  the  EAC  Sale  do  not  collect  low  grade/low 
priced  coins.  Large  cent  collecting  is  not  for  people  who 
do  not  have  significant  disposable  Income.  Fact:  all  cheap 
coins  in  an  EAC  Sale  sell  to  DEALERS  for  low  wholesale  or 
below,  because  the  "budget"  collector  does  not  attend,  and 
sends  in  ridiculously  low  mall  bids.  These  low  grade  coins 
do  NOT  belong  in  the  EAC  Sale.  They  are  always  available  in 
quantity  on  the  Bourse  at  EAC  or  any  other  show. 

I can't  resist  a few  comments  on  grading.  Say  you  have 
a common  draped  bust  1802  or  1803  in  VF'ish  grade--a  nice 
clean  brown  coin.  You  consign  to  one  of  the  following: 

A)  The  EAC  Sale.  Noyes/Reynolds  calls  it  F-15;  at  the 
Sale,  people  perceive  this  to  be  'typical  Noyes/Rey- 
nolds undergrading,'  and  when  it  is  time  to  BID, 
their  attitude  is  positive:  they  will  bid  strongly. 

B)  A large  commerical  firm.  They  call  it  VF-30 . but  at 
the  sale  people  perceive  the  coin  to  be  grossly 
overgraded;  their  attitude  is  negative,  and  the  bid 

1 eve  1 will  follow. 

C)  A smaller  specialized  auction.  They  call  it  VF-20, 
and  people  at  the  sale  perceive  this  to  be  about 
right,  but  have  no  strong  convictions  pro  or  con. 

You'll  have  to  take  my  word  for  it,  but  the  psychology  works 
this  way,  and  because  of  the  perception  of  the  bidders,  the 
coin  will  bring  more  in  Sale  A.  Does  this  mean  that  coins 
should  be  deliberately  undergraded?  OF  COURSE  NOT!  But  it 
DOES  mean  that  you  should  ALWAYS  err  on  the  conservative 
side.  If  you  undergrade,  it  will  have  little  effect  on 
price  realized,  but  if  you  overgrade,  it  can  significantly 
reduce  price  realized.  The  bidders'  perception  and  first 
reaction  is  incredibly  important,  and  very  underappreciated 
in  grading  and  cataloging. 

Finally,  if  you're  thinking  about  consigning,  you 
should  pay  far  less  attention  to  how  the  coin  will  be 
graded,  and  far  more  attention  to  how  many  "appropriate" 
bidders  will  be  present.  You  must  have  a number  of  poten- 
tial buyers  IN  PERSON  at  the  sale  to  realize  strong  prices. 
At  all  great  copper  sales,  the  Book  becomes  irrelevant.  If 
the  players  show  up--and  they  ALL  come  to  EAC — and  the  coins 
are  appropriate,  the  prices  will  be  strong  for  the  prevai- 
ling market.  But  as  the  old  saw  goes,  "If  you  want  to  sell 
a horse,  you  don't  put  it  in  a cattle  auction,"  An  appro- 
priate coin  would  be:  i)  Any  R6  or  better;  EAC'ers  are  the 
ONLY  people  who  care;  2)  Any  choice  or  average  coin  worth 
at  least  $100;  3)  Any  "special"  item--nice  error,  famous 
pedigree,  or  interesting  die  state.  Inappropriate  coins 
are:  1)  Any  scarce  or  common  scudzy  coin;  2)  Slabbed  mater- 
ial (who  wants  to  buy  a coin  you  cannot  see?);  and  3)  Common 
low  grade/low  priced  co i ns--sorry , but  a $100  coin  really  IS 
a low-priced  large  cent! 
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If  you  really  want  to  help  Tom  in  his  new  task,  send 
your  consignments  in  immediately.  Last-minute  consigning 
forces  the  cataloger  to  rush  through  the  process  to  meet 
deadlines  and  is  not  good  for  anyone.  So  send  your  appro- 
priate consignments  to  Tom  NOW — it  is  absolutely  the  best 
deal  for  selling  your  coins.  Good  luck,  Tom!  Now  that 
you  re  heavily  involved  in  EAC  until  at  least  2008--for 
you,  one  of  your  shorter-term  obligations! 


^ ^ 

DENIS  LORING  writes. 

With  regard  to  Greg  Heim's  letter  in  the  September  P-W, 
I ran  the  ANA-EAC  meeting,  and  take  full  responsibility  for 
the  airing  of  the  Naftzger-ANS  issue.  I respectfully  dis- 
agree with  Greg's  opinions.  Eric  Newman,  as  an  EAC  member 
in  good  standing,  had  a perfect  right  to  take  the  floor  and 
make  the  request  that  he  did.  I then  felt  it  was  only  fair 
to  give  the  "other  side"  a chance  to  respond,  which  I did. 
Like  it  or  not,  the  Naftzger-ANS  issue  is  one  of,  if  not  THE 
hottest  issue  is  early  copper  right  now.  We  cannot  pretend 
it  simply  doesn't  exist.  I finally  believe  as  a matter  of 
principle  that  ALL  issues  of  interest  to  EAC'ers  are  fair 
game  for  discussion.  Full  and  free  speech,  not  consorship, 
is  "for  the  good  of  the  order," 

With  regard  to  Jules  Reiver's  piece,  the  mark  on  the 
56N3  which  he  illustrates  is  not  a lint  mark.  Lint  marks 
are,  in  fact,  caused  by  llnt--small  threads  of  cloths  used 
to  polish  dies.  They're  frequently  seen  on  proof  coins, 
for  example  the  57N5  in  the  September,  1993  Bowers  sale,  lot 
1227.  I think  the  mark  on  Jim  Lore's  coin  is  from  a small 
scrap  of  metal  lying  on  the  planchet  when  the  coin  was 
struck.  I've  seen  similar  marks  on  a few  other  cents. 

* * * 


MARCH  WELLS  writes. 


I would  like  to  thank  those  members  of  EAC  who  have 
most  generously  contributed  to  the  purchase  of  binders  and 
protective  sheets  to  house  the  color  photograph  collection 
of  middle  date  large  cents  now  owned  by  the  EAC  Library. 


The  response  to  my  challenge 
special  thanks  go  to: 

Jack  Beymer 
Harry  Col  born 
Dan  Holmes 
Stuart  MacDonald 
Joel  Splngarn 

Jerry 


gift  was  really  great.  My 

Robinson  S.  Brown 
Terry  Hess 
A.  A.  Matthews 
Mike  Packard 
Don  Valenziano 
Wells 
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Jack  Robinson  writes, 


I am  pleased  to  note  that  there  is  a new  effort  toward  organizing  a "committee"  for 
the  purpose  of  Condition  Census  fine  tuning  and  special  grading  determination.  An 
announcement  in  this  issue  of  P-W.  while  relatively  crude  in  its  content,  presents  an  admirable 
start  on  a venture  that  will  take  a fair  amount  of  work  by  the  members  to  obtain  any  results. 

There  could  be  endless  jockeying  for  position  (remember  the  Korean  and  Vietnam 
"Peace  Talks"?),  but  the  important  aspect  is  that  something  has,  again,  at  last  begun.  Del 
Bland  has  spent  MAJOR  time  on  his  CC  while  Bill  Noyes  has  created  a visual  masterpiece  on 
the  Early  and  Middle  Dates.  Each  has  his  own  style  of  grading,  and  so  do  I and  all  of  the 
other  members  of  the  proposed  "committee."  Del  will  chair,  and  Bill  is,  presently,  not  on  the 
"committee,"  as  there  are  more  people  that  don't  like  Bill's  grading  (ultra  / harshly 
conservative)  compared  to  Del's  (merely  conservative).  There  are  other  EAC  members  who 
are  also  qualified  to  be  on  the  "committee",  but  I think  that  it  is  far  more  important  to  "get 
going"  than  to  object  to  all  of  the  possibilities  - Hell,  we  haven't  even  agreed  on  the  size  or 
shape  of  the  table,  let  alone  the  color  of  the  table  cloth!  What  table  cloth? 

For  the  record,  I don't  agree  with  all  of  Del's  CC  decisions  (clearly  stated  as  per  the 
CC  comparison  in  the  1 1*’’  Edition  of  CQR),  but  no  one  will  ever  agree  100%,  and  this  attempt 
to  create  a consensus  opinion  is  much  needed  — and  Del  has  agreed  to  accept  such  a 
consensus.  Whatever  the  end  results,  I would  expect  to  present  my  credentials  in  the  form 
of  specific  disagreements  on  specific  pieces  listed  in  the  different  CC's,  with  the  intent  of 
arriving  at  a "Consensus  CC."  Maybe  we  can  publish  this  product  in  the  1 3’^  Edition  of  CQR? 
A lofty  goal,  but  even  a definition  of  the  scope  of  the  project  will  be  progress,  and  continuing 
accomplishment  over  the  years  in  a lifetime  and  membership  in  EAC  is  something  to  look 
forward  to. 

I look  forward  to  the  first  meeting  and  the  expansion  of  the  project. 

* * * 

Pete  Smith  writes, 

I was  interested  to  see  the  letter  from  Jim  Hart  asking  about  the  possibility  of  an  11- 
star  1808  S-277.  Perhaps  my  comments  will  be  of  interest.  I have  ten  examples  of  S-277 
in  my  collection. 

I seriously  studied  the  Turban  (or  Classic)  Cent  die  states  between  about  1983  and 
1 989.  Some  of  my  observations  were  in  an  article  published  in  the  5-1  5-87  issue  of  Penny- 
Wise.  I have  been  planning  a follow-up  article  but  have  not  yet  gotten  around  to  it. 

I would  caution  writers  about  using  the  term  "late  die  state"  when  discussing  the 
appearance  of  the  first  and  second  star  on  the  S-277.  From  my  observations,  I believe  there 
are  at  least  eight  distinct  die  states  that  can  be  determined  from  cracks  and  breaks  on  the 
reverse  although  the  first  die  state  listed  by  Sheldon  does  not  exist.  There  is  no  connection 
between  the  reverse  die  states  and  the  strength  of  stars.  The  stars  on  the  obverse  and  TA 
on  the  reverse  are  affected  by  strike,  die  alignment  and  possible  other  factors. 

The  strongest  first  star  I ever  saw  was  on  an  MS-65  piece  in  the  Naftzger  collection. 
I call  that  piece  state  VI.  Hart's  piece  (Robinson  621 ) has  a weak  second  star.  It  is  listed  as 
state  V in  the  Robinson  catalog.  I saw  the  coin  at  the  sale  and  called  it  state  VI.  The 
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example  of  state  VI  in  my  collection  is  VF  35.  The  first  star  is  perhaps  2/3  as  strong  as  the 
rest  of  the  stars.  Three  examples  that  represent  the  same  reverse  state  have  different 
amounts  of  stars  showing. 

The  editor's  comment  about  off-center  strike  is  perhaps  half  right.  There  may  be  no 
rim  at  K-8.  However,  high  grade  pieces  show  weak  stars  long  before  there  is  any  evidence 
of  wear.  Also,  the  weakness  of  the  star  is  not  the  result  of  die  wear.  It  is  the  result  of  a 
broken  and  sunken  reverse  die  and  insufficient  pressure  to  fill  the  first  star  on  the  obverse  and 
the  TA  on  the  reverse. 

I realize  that  my  observations  are  biased.  I consider  a strong  first  star  unusual  and 
made  notes  about  that.  I have  not  considered  a weak  second  star  unusual  so  I have  not  noted 
coins  seen.  However,  I don't  recall  seeing  anything  with  a weaker  second  star  than  Hart's 
coin.  I doubt  if  an  1 1 star  piece  will  turn  up. 


*#*«*««***»«« 

SWAPS  AND  SALES 

EAC'ers  are  invited  to  submit  their  ads  for  inclusion  in  this  column.  Ads  up  to  twelve 
lines  are  free.  ADS  LARGER  THAN  1 2 LINES  MUST  BE  SUBMITTED  CAMERA-READY,  AND 
PAID  IN  ADVANCE.  A full-page  ad  is  $80,  one-third  page  is  $30.  Ads  should  be  limited  to 
early  American  Coppers  or  tokens.  Deadline  for  material  to  appear  in  the  January  1 5,  1 994 
issue  is  December  31,  1993.  All  ads  must  include  the  individual  membership  number  of  a 
current  member  in  good  standing.  Copy  should  be  sent  to  the  Editor,  Harry  E.  Salyards,  606 
North  Minnesota  Avenue,  Hastings,  NE  68901. 

IMPORTANT  NOTICE: 

Early  American  Coppers,  Inc.  publisher  of  Penny-Wise,  does  not  examine  any  of  the  material 
advertised  in  Penny-Wise,  nor  does  it  review  any  of  the  advertising  therein.  Early  American 
Coppers,  Inc.  assumes  no  responsibility  or  liability  for  any  advertisement  (or  the  material 
described  therein)  and  no  party  shall  have  recourse  against  Early  American  Coppers,  Inc.  All 
transactions  arising  or  relating  to  any  advertisement  in  Penny-Wise  shall  strictly  be  between 
the  parties  thereto.  Complaints  concerning  advertisers  (or  respondents)  should  be  referred  to 
the  President  of  Early  American  Coppers,  Inc.;  complaints  may  result  in  abridgement, 
suspension,  or  terminations  of  membership  or  advertising  privileges. 


************* 

BOB  GRELLMAN,  EAC  #575  P.O.  Box  951  988  Lake  Mary,  FL  32795-1  988 

(407)  321  - 8747 

For  Sale:  Deluxe  hardbound  copies  of  the  Attribution  Guide  for  United  States  Large  Cents 

1840  - 1857.  The  standard  reference  for  attributing  late  date  large  cent.  Autographed 
on  request.  $70  postpaid. 

Attribution  Service:  I offer  an  attribution  service  for  late  date  large  cents.  I will  attribute  your  cents 

for  $1  each  plus  return  postage.  This  charge  includes  crud  removal  when  necessary,  and 
I’ll  include  my  opinion  as  to  sharpness  and  net  grades  if  requested.  No  quantity  limit, 
fast  service,  lifetime  guarantee. 

Want  Lists:  Send  me  your  want  list  for  late  date  cents.  I can  help. 
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What  others  think  of  "The  CENT  Book": 


Mabel  Ann  Wright,  EAC  ^78 


TOM  DELOREY:  I especially  like  the  historical  notes  at  the  beginning  of  each  date.  It  lends  a 
warm,  human  touch  that  is  missing  from  most  numismatic  literature  published  since 
Sheldon. 

WARREN  LAPP;  I can  see  now  why  it  took  so  long  to  get  it  into  print.  John  didn’t  leave  out 
a thing.  I am  amazed  at  the  photos.  The  book  is  perfect  in  every  way,  which  is  what  I 
would  expect  from  JDW. 

HERB  SILBERMAN:  Your  book  is  beautiful!  I congratulate  you  on  the  content. 

TONY  CARLOTTO:  The  CENT  Book  is  fantastic.  The  year-by-year  history  is  a very  nice  touch 
and  keeps  you  reading. 

SEE  FOR  YOURSELF  - BUY  YOUR  OWN.  See  "The  CENT  Book"  ad  in  this  section. 


WILLIAM  C.  NOYES,  EAC  #363  1600  West  92  Street  Bloomington,  MN  55431 

Forget  what  others  have  said,  the  experts  have  spoken  — the  Noyes  books  won  the  1992  (U.S.  Large 
Cents  1793  - 1814,  $130)  1993  (U.S.  Large  Cents  1816  - 1839,  $105)  Early  American  Coppers 

literary  awards  — accept  no  imitations!  Order  both  today  for  $190  postpaid.  From;  Lithotech  - Noyes, 
1600  West  92“*  Street,  Minneapolis,  Minnesota  55431. 


What  others  think  of  "The  CENT  Book":  JOHN  D.  WRIGHT,  EAC  #7 

MARK  KLEIN:  The  CENT  Book  is  all  I’d  dreamed  it  could  be  and  more.  Reading  it  is  like 

enjoying  a personal  chat  with  John. 

RICHARD  STRILEY:  Being  a novice  on  large  cents  I found  a number  of  other  books  confusing 
and  hard  to  read.  I have  Adams,  Breen,  Grellman,  Newcomb,  Noyes,  and  Sheldon,  but  yours 
is  the  best. 

JULES  REIVER:  Your  book  is  wonderful.  This  is  the  first  coin  book  I have  ever  seen  which 

can  be  used  to  attribute  coins  without  having  my  coins  available  for  checking.  Your  pictures  are 
so  sharp  that  they  make  attributing  an  absolute  pleasure. 

SEE  FOR  YOURSELF  - BUY  YOUR  OWN.  See  "The  CENT  Book"  ad  in  this  section. 


CARL  EARL  OSTIGUY,  EAC  #2157  P.O.  Box  92  Savage,  MD  20763 

For  Sale:  Colonial  coins,  large  cents,  half  cents,  and  early  U.S.  type.  At  the  Maryland  Historic  Savage 
Mill,  established  in  1822.  I’m  located  in  Antique  Center  III,  Case  16.  Take  1-95  to  Route  32  East  (Exit 
38A),  to  Route  1 South.  Right  on  Gorman  Road,  Right  on  Foundry  Street.  Open  7 days  a week,  9:30 
AM  to  5:30  PM.  40,000  square  feet  of  antiques  and  collectibles.  Baltimore  (410)  880  - 0918 

Washington  (301)  369  - 4650 
Home  (410)  379  - 5646 


.AAA. 


ROBERT  ZAVOS,  EAC  #2502  1007  Savannah  Avenue  Pittsburgh,  PA  15221 

Durst,  Comprehensive  Guide  to  American  Colonial  Coinage  HB  Like  New  $12 

Kagins,  Philip  Van  Cleave  Collection  SB  Like  New  PRL  15 

Stacks,  11/11  - 13/54  Anderson  Dupont  Part  II  AB  Good  Condition  PRL  20 

Stacks,  5/6-8/55  Clifford  Smith  & Son  Collection  SB  Heavily  Used  but  intact  PRL  20 

Stacks,  10/24/84  Richard  Picker  Collection  SB  almost  new  PRL  20 

Superior,  9/30  - 10/1/86  Robinson  S.  Brown  SB  Very  Fine  Condition  XPRL  20 

Superior,  1/28-31/90  Thomas  S.  Chalkley  Collection  SB  Very  Fine  Condition  PRL  20 

Superior,  2/2/92  Roger  S.  Cohen,  Jr.  Half  Cent  Collection  SB  Fine  Condition  XPRL  15 

Superior,  2/2/92  Century  Collection  Sale  SB  Fine  Condition,  small  spine  tear  XPRL  12 

PAUL  LANGSETH,  EAC  #2976  P.O.  Box  464  Parker,  AZ  85344 

602  - 669  - 9425 


1794  Large  cent  S-20  natural  light  brown  color  with  hair  lightly  tooled.  From  Haseltine  in  1881. 
Original  catalog  accompanies  this  cent.  Later  from  Sargent  1913,  Rosemont  1924,  Sheldon,  Gaskill, 
Paschal,  Adams  Lot  8.  Very  fine  sharpness.  Price  on  request. 


JOEL  W.  Spingarn,  EAC  #1456  P.O.  Box  782  Georgetown,  CT  06829 

203  - 544  - 8194 


1793 

S-7 

Rarest  with  die  break  thru  R 

$ 4500 

1794 

S-17 

VG7  on  a decent  planchet 

2500 

1794 

S-27 

VF20  choice  sixth  finest 

9000 

1794 

S-37 

Net  F12  tied  fourth  finest 

18000 

1794 

S-47 

Choice  VF20 

1750 

1794 

S-57 

VF35  almost  choice 

2200 

1795 

S-77 

VGIO  very  nice 

475 

1794 

S-25 

Choice  F15 

1250 

1794 

S-37 

Detail  of  vf20  but  porous-nice 

1000 

1794 

S-45 

VG8  nice 

1800 

* * * * * 

* * 

* * 

* * * 

SCOTT 

BROCKELMAN,  EAC  #3200  P.O.  Box 

2114 

Hurst,  TX 

76053 

(817)  595 

- 4468 

1808 

C-3 

VF  25  but  porous  patches 

$ 75 

Conn. 

1785 

6.3-G.  1 F LDS  porous 

$ 40 

1798 

S-187 

VF  detail  uniform  porosity 

95 

1798 

S-179 

CH  AG  plan,  crack 

20 

1798 

S-161 

EDX  above  average 

100 

1801 

S-233 

G CH  tan  planchet 

20 

1801 

S-220 

Late  VF  20  Obv  & Rev  verdigris  small  patch 

each  side  net  F 

100 

1816 

N-9 

VF  w lite  crud 

45 

1822 

N-7 

Weak  VF  bit  porous 

75 

1830 

N-8 

AU  clnd  & retoning  net  XF-l- 

200 

1837 

N-12 

Accessory  E CH  F 15 

40 

1844 

N-1 

AU  -1-  clnd  two  tone  net  XF45 

90 

1848 

N-21 

VF  30  rim  dings 

30 

1849 

N-29 

F-l-  retoned 

10 

1851 

N-15 

VF  30 

75 

Auction  catalogues  Starr  II,  Norweb  I,  Coin  Galleries  7-22-92  (Picker  Ref.  Collection)  best  off  all  or  1, 
cash  or  coin  or  other  catalogues. 

Buying  clnd  coppers  Large  cent,  cent  or  Colonial.  Ship  or  write.  Damage  also. 
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C.  F.  GORDON,  JR.,  EAC  m 


15  Teaberry  Lane 


Weaverville,  NC  28787 
(703)  645  - 4670 


1797 

Half  Cent,  date  & Liberty,  United  and  wreath  (on  left)  readable,  smooth  surface. 

$90 

plain  edge 

1838 

N-6 

VF25 

$ 20 

1851 

N-8 

VF20  $ 12 

1838 

N-7 

VF25 

25 

1851 

N-18 

F15  15 

1847 

N-5 

XF  rough 

35 

1851 

N-20 

VF20  12 

1847 

N-29 

F15 

15 

1851 

N-27 

VF25,  scratches  10 

1847 

N-28 

VF,  bent 

15 

1837 

N-4 

Choice  AU-55  some  red,  two  edge 

1847 

N-39 

F12  R4 

25 

dings  150 

1849 

N-22 

VF20 

20 

* * * * * 

***** 

5|«  5k  * 

HENRY  T.  HETTGER,  EAC  #2349  P.O.  Box  2018 

Arlington,  VA 

22202 

(703)  979-1942 

1800 

S-210 

CUD  AG3,  Ex-EAC  Sale  ‘92 

$ 995 

1811/10 

VF-25/20 

Superior  lot  502,  May  31 -June  2,  ‘92  sale 

925 

1817 

N-8 

Mouse  VF-20 

net  F-12 

Strong  Mouse 

45 

1817 

N-16 

Fifteen  Stars 

VF-30/VG-10 

Glittering  black,  granular 

50 

1817 

N-17 

State  IV 

Retained  cud 

F-12/VG-7 

Granular,  cleaned,  toning  BN 

175 

1819 

N-10 

F-12  Glossy  BN 

55 

1838 

N-13 

R5  (late  state  N-1 1) 

Lovely  smooth  BN 

F-12 

150 

1839/6 

N-1 

PCGS  VG-08 

Choice  BN 

State  I 

485 

1850 

N-20 

R6  LDS 

Chestnut  BN,  and  light  BN 

VG-10  plus/VG-7  Grellman  attr.  150 

Postage:  any  order,  $3.00  additional. 

* * * * * 

***** 

5k  5k  5k 

PETER  SETIAN,  EAC  #3529  P.O.  Box  570  Wilbraham,  MA  01095 

(413)  596  - 9871 


FOR  SALE:  1794  C-5a  VG10-F12  Half  Cent,  Very  Choice,  light  brown  $1,500 

1793  S-1  F15+  Large  Cent,  Choice,  smooth  light  brown,  any  minor  marks  don’t  9,000 

detract,  ANACS  color  cert.  VF20/20 

1793  S-lla  F15+  Choice,  medium  brown,  small  planchet  void  hidden  in  upper  2,750 

hair,  R-4+,  2“*  rarest  collectible  wreath 

1798  S-184  F12  Average  plus,  reverse  full  VF,  light  brown  225 

1849  N-5  F12  Very  Choice,  light  to  medium  brown  20 

1850  N-22  F12  Average,  light  marks,  medium  brown  15 

1851  N-22  F12  Average,  due  to  very  light  edge  dents,  med.  brown  20 

Ample  postage  would  be  appreciated. 


DANIEL  ARGYRO,  EAC  #3647  P.O.  Box  1463  Buffalo,  NY  14215 

(716)  832  - 6118 

Wanted:  1848  Large  Cents,  Attributed  or  not.  Call  or  write  with  what  you  have.  Will  respond  to  all 
correspondence.  Thank  you. 
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JERRY 

WYSONG,  EAC  /S/1595 

1794 

C-3a 

R-6 

net  AG  scudzy 

1800 

S-205 

R-4  + 

net  VG-10 

1825 

N-1 

R-4 

net  VG-10 

1847/7 

N-18 

R-5 

net  VG-10 

1847/7 

N-31 

R-5 

net  VG-10 

1848 

N-37 

R-5 

30/20;  minor 
Grellman) 

P.O.  Box  292561 


Dayton,  Ohio  45429 
(513)  436  - 1448) 


VF  detail,  significant  porosity 
FINE  detail;  nice  color;  light  granularity  on  planchet 
F/VF  detail;  choice  color,  small  rim  nick  at  11:00 


$ 165 
145 
135 

Good  color;  typical  mushy  strike;  some  circ.  marks  30 
VF  detail;  recolored;  some  circ.  marks;  traces  of  corr.  on30 
REV 


65 


Add  $3.00  postage;  Orders  over  $100  are  sent  postpaid 


LLOYD  RIGGLE,  EAC  /^3820  627  Tonto  Golden  Valley,  AZ  86413 

Large  Cents  For  Sale: 


1806 

G-5 

Choice 

$ 49 

1806 

VG-7 

Choice 

79 

1828 

VG-7 

Choice,  small  date 

19 

1829 

G/AG 

Average,  large  letters 

9 

1836 

F-VF 

Dark,  average 

19 

Please  add  $1  for  ins. 

Buy  all  five  for  $149  ppd. 

ALBERT  JAKIRA,  EAC  )!'3408  P.O.  Box  022785  Brooklyn,  NY  1 1202-0057 

(718)  624  - 3388 

Early  US,  Civil  War,  Hard  Times,  US  and  world  tokens  and  medals  in  my  price  lists  and  Mail  Bids. 
One-year  subscription  $5  ($8  outside  US).  Also  buying  worldwide  exonumia.  Ship,  write  or  call. 

GARRY  APELIAN,  EAC  910  Revere  Road  Glenview,  IL  60025 

(708)  724  - 7242 

COUNTERSTAMPED  HALF  CENTS  WANTED 

For  my  personal  collection  and  research  I wish  to  hear  from  any  and  all  EAC’ers  with  counterstamped 
half  cents.  I am  using  as  my  reference  "American  and  Canadian  Countermarked  Coins",  by  Gregory 
Brunk.  I am  looking  for  any  varieties  in  the  book  or  any  unlisted  varieties:  Please  write  or  call  and 
discuss  what  you  have.  I will  trade,  swap  or  buy. 

Please  write  for  free  price  list.  Come  by  and  see  me  at  the  N.O.I.S.E.  Coin  Show  December  19*^, 
Westmont,  IL. 
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George  R.  Trostel 


49  Bristol  St.  Southington  Conn.  06489 


1-203-628-9927  EAC  #669 

1795  Conn.  M.3.3-F.3  Fine  R-4  143.9  grains  Dark  brown  to 

black  Granular  surfaces  Reverse  flaw  by  hand,  several  edge 
flaws.  Full  legends  on  both  sides $75.00 

1788  Conn.  M.16.3-N  Fine  R-2  Dark  olive  green  granular 
Reverse  flawed  across  third  of  flan.  Not  over  struck. 
$35.00 

1788  Conn.  M.16.3-N  Fine  R-2  Dark  olive  green  granular 
Reverse  pitted  Not  over  struck $35.00 

1788  Conn.  M.16.5-H  R-6  Fine  120.2  gns . Dark  brown  surfaces 
granular,  scratches  both  sides $160.00 

1787  Conn.  Muttonhead  good-very  good  rough  surfaces 
$25 . 00 

1787  Conn.  M.15-F  Fine  R-4  Dark  olive,  some  porosity 


can  be  seen $50.00 

1 787  Conn.  M.32.2-Xi  134.6  grains  Very  Good $50.00 

1 787  Conn.  M.33.32-Z.13  Fine  Brown  color $50.00 

1787  Conn.  M.32.2-Z.5  141.8  grains  Fine  Heavy  planchet 

flaw  across  the  upper  portion  on  obv.  Rev.  with  horizantal 
break  running  from  liberty's  waist  left  to  the  base  of  D 
Rev.  die  failure $50.00 

1787  Conn.  M.19.G-4  Vg/fine  detail  DOUBLE  STRUCK  both 
obv  and  rev.  Heavily  marked  with  pin  pricks $225.00 

1785  Conn.  M.6.3-G-1  Very  Good  R-3  pitted,  heavy  die 
failure,  cut  on  reverse.  Dark  olive  brown $30.00 

1785  M.3.4-F.1  R-3  148.1  gns.  Dark  olive-brn  Thin  striation 


on  top  of  obv.  two  flaws  rev.  178  and  top  of  5 show  $100.00 

1787  Conn.  M.31.2-R-3  R-1  fine  detail,  slightly  off  center 

die  break  over  head  pitted  and  rough $65.00 

1785  M.4.-A.2  R-3  Fine  135.5  gns  Even  light  brown.  Obv 
scratch  on  top.  Obv  die  cud  now  formed  at  shoulder  point 
reaching  to  rim.  Spidery  breaks  above  AUC  Rev.  broken 
throught  tops  of  T LIB $210.00 

1788  Vermont  R.23  B.10-O  Strong  fine  112.5  gns  Dark  brown 

recolored  nearly  black.  Surfaces  rough.  Triangular  flaw 
at  rev.  beside  second  E.  $230.00 

1723  Hibernia  Farthing  Ex-fine  plus,  problem  free  coin 
nice  brown  color $160.00 
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Jack  H.  Robinson,  EAC  ttl3O0  E',  0.  Bo;-;  564,  Vierina,  Virginia  2210 

703“821 -1854 

I have  o-ften  been  asked  - "Hey,  Jack,  what  are  you  collecting  since  you 
sold  your  collection?  Do  you  still  collect?" 

I collect  Early  American  Capper  (all  sorts)  and  I have  never  stopped 
collectinci.  I expect  to  continue  as  long  as  I am  alive,  and  my  tastes  run 
to  (still)  exactly  the  same  sort  of  stuff  you  saw  in  my  catalog.  1 am 
always  interested  in  looking,  buying  and  selling.  If  you  have  something 
that  you  think  that  1 may  like,  give  me  a call  ~ left's  talk. 

The  12th  Edition  of  CQF^  is  available  for  $30.00,  or  the  12th  and  the 
13th  Edition  of  CQR  (probably  to  be  published  in  early  '94)  are  available 
for  $50.00.  Any  new  EAC  memh'ers  joining  during  199-3  may  obtain  the  12th 
Edition  alone  for  $25-00  or  the  12th  13th  both  for  $40.00.  Just  give 
me  your  membership  number  when  you  order. 

A Continuing  POLICY  for  First  Time  Subscribejrs  - I offesr  a "no 
q u e s t.  ions  a s k:  e d " r-  e f u n d o n n y s i.i  b s c r i p t i o n f3  u r c h a s e d p e r t h e a b o v b 
paragraph  if  you  are  d i s--sat  i sf  i ed  for  ANY  reason  within  60  days  of 
the  time  you  receive  your  CQR.  Just  return  the  CQR  to  me  ~ I'll 
even  re-imburse  you  for  the  postage  to  return  the  CQR! 

We  offer  the  "Jack  H,  Robinson  Sale"  catalog  for  $30.00,  postpaid. 

This  is  for  the  original  soft bound  version.  For  those  that  may  want 
a copy  of  the  catalog,  vxithout  a ccjver  , for  three  ring  binder  use  as 
a references  work  or  whatever  - from  origined.  print  signatures,  these 
are  a v a i 1 b 1 e f o r $ 2 0 . t'j  0 , p o s t p aid,  B o t Ii  t;  o m e w i t h F'  rices  Rea  1 i 2 e ci . 

We  offer-  BOTH  original  thre?e  ring  binder  volumes  of  the  Grellman  loose 
leaf  " Att.r-i  buti  on  Guide  for  United  S'hates  Large  Cents  1S40  - 1S5'7"  with 
the  "Quick-finder"  suppil  emerit  for  a postpaid  price  of  $85. 

-K--K--K--«--X- 


Wle  offer  the  following  original  earlier  editions  of  CQR,  postpaid:, 


1st 

Edition 

12/31/S3 

$ 5 . 00 

2nd 

Edit i on 

04/30/  £35 

7 . (JO 

3rd 

E:-d  i t i on 

12/3 

i /Cl 

I / b -j 

7 . (JC) 

4th 

Ed  1 1 i on 

09/ 1 5/ 86 

7. 00 

5th 

Ed i 1 1 on 

12/3 

1 / 8 6 

7.  (JO 

7th 

Edi ti on 

12/31/87 

1 (J . (J(J 

8th 

Edi ti on 

01/31/89 

8. 00 

9th 

Ed i t i on 

03/31/90 

8.  (J(J 

10th 

Edi ti on 

03/31/91 

a . 00 

1 1th 

Edi  t.  i on 

02/29/92 

1 (J . (J(J 

-S-  -«--K-*-K--K- 


( Sheldon  Vcarieties  Only) 

(Half  Cents  Large  Cents) 

( F i r s t u s e c:;  f C o n d i t i o n L e v els) 
(Updated ) 

(Updated  after  F(SB  Sale) 

( F"  i r s t B o u n d E(  d i t i o n ) 

( U pa  d a t e d a f t ca  r-  J H S a 1 e ) 

(Updated ) 

(Updated ) 

( U p d a t e d w i t h C C c o m p a r i s o n data) 
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GARY  TRUDGEN,  EAC  /S' 1889 


3103  Chatham  Road 


Endwell,  NY  13760 


FOR  SALE:  1787  FUGIO  CENT  - Newman  15-Y 

F/VF.  Rarity  3.  Variety  with  8-pointed  stars  on  the  reverse  label,  although  only  the  upper 
star  shows  on  this  specimen.  Full  legends  and  date.  Straight  planchet  clip  at  1 o’clock. 
Medium  brown  surfaces  with  some  loss  of  detail  due  to  scattered  light  porosity.  $ 140.00 


ALAN  BROUARD,  EAC  ^586  3040  Grandview  Dr.  Allegan,  MI  49010 

(616)  673  - 8051 

1802  C-2  Half  Cent  VG-7  detail,  finely  porous  surfaces.  With  minor  rim 

nick  at  12  o’clock  and  6 o’clock,  still  an  attractive  specimeS.  350.00 
1835  N-12  Cent  G-4  Dark  smooth  planchet,  few  minor  rev.  rim  bumps  22.00 

Send  SASE  for  list  of  lower  grade,  common  variety  half  cents.  (Mostly  Draped  Bust  and  Classic.) 
All  items  14  day  return  privilege  — any  reason. 


5|<J|<Jt:5|<5|e)|c3|cs|e1cs|c=l<=l<=|! 


ROSA  AMERICANA  / JEFF  ROCK,  EAC  #1573  Box  3447  San  Diego,  CA  92163 

(619)  280  - 6737 

We  specialize  in  choice  and  rare  colonial  / early  American  coinage  as  well  as  affordable  colonial  type 
coins.  Our  price  lists  are  the  most  thorough  and  in-depth  lists  issued  on  the  series  and  feature 
extensive  footnotes  and  historical  information  from  our  two  decades  of  numismatic  research.  We 
stock  more  reference  books  on  colonial  coinages  than  any  other  dealer.  If  you’re  looking  for 
something  special,  why  not  give  us  a call?  If  you’d  like  a free  copy  of  our  next  price  list,  just  send 
your  name  & address.  For  those  who  already  wrote,  we  apologize  for  the  delay,  and  we  still  have 
your  addresses  on  file.  Happy  collecting! 


1876.  The  Coin  Collector’s  Journal.  17 


Vermont  Cents. 
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GEROGE  SEIFRIT.  EAC  tt3346  670  Green  Valley  Rd.  Sinking 

Spring.  PA  19608 

The  following  pieces  of  numismatic  literature  are  for  sale, 
or  trade  for  Colonial  coins: 

1.  ANS  No.  102  Numismatic  Notes  and  Monographs.  “The  New 
England  and  Willow  Tree  Coinages  of  Massachusetts," 
1943,  by  Sidney  P.  Noe.  $40. 

2.  Stack's  1976  ANA  Sale  Catalogue.  $8. 

3.  Bowers'  Virgil  Brand  II  Catalogue,  June  1984.  $8. 

4.  Bowers'  Garrett  I Catalogue,  November,  1979.  $8. 


BILL  YATES,  EAC  #3823  7620  Sky  lake  Dr.  Ft. Worth,  TX  76179 

<817)  236-1945  after  4 PM 


1804  C-8  ANACS  F-15 

$ 80. 

1851 

N-38 

NGC  MS64B 

$350  . 

1797  S-138  ANACS  F-15 

325. 

1851 

N-15 

NGC  MS65B 

650  . 

1800/79  S-194  PCI  VF- 

35  375. 

1852 

N-12 

NGC  MS63B 

230  . 

1802  S-226  PCGS  AU-50 

1100  . 

1854 

N-9 

NGC  MS64B 

275. 

1837  N-13  PCGS  MS64RB 

750  . 

1851 

N-29 

ANACS  AU58 

140  . 

1838  N-1  PCGS  MS64B 

425. 

1848 

N-41 

ANACS  AU50 

150  . 

Have  others--wr i te  or 

cal  1 . 

What  do 

you  have? 

^ 

* * * 

* * * 

H ^ 

JON  M.  WARSHAWSKY,  EAC  #3603  4357  Braintree  Rd. 

University  Heights,  OH  44118  <216)  381-5669 

For  Sale:  S.  H.  Chapman  1926  edition  of  UNITED  STATES  CENTS 
OF  1794.  Original  blue  cover;  spine  spotted, 
otherwise  Fine  or  better.  Internally  Very  Fine. 

$190,  postpaid. 


DENIS  W.  LORING,  EAC  #11  Box  363  New  York,  NY  10101 


1794  S-18a  AG-3,  rarest  collectible  1794  $2750. 
1798  S-151  F-12  1100. 
1800  S-198  G-5  1850. 
1856  N-5  Proof-63  <PCGS  64RB)  5000. 


And,  for  the  recession-proof: 

1794  S-71 , MS-63,  evenly  red.  CC-2,  ex-Oswald  165 
1809  S-280,  MS-60+  CC  3-5,  ex-Starr  48 
Prices  on  request. 


ED  SARRAFIAN,  EAC  #1628  P.O.  Box  864 


Glenview,  IL  60025 


Wanted  to  Buy:  Machln's  Mills  Halfpence,  Rare  Dies 

High  Grade.  Please  write  with  price 


and/or 
des i red . 
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RICHARD  L.  CODAY,  EAC  #3171  P.O.  Box  1701  Bakersfield.  CA 

(805)  323-4507  93302 

LARGE  CENTS  WANTED 


1793  FAIR-VG 

1794  AG-VG 
1797  FAIR-VG 
1799  FAIR-AG 
1804  AG-VG 
1807  COMET 

Write  or  call  with  description 
barga i n-hunter . 


1817  N-16  F-VF 

1820  N-2  V-VF 

1830  N-6  VG-FINE 

1834  N-5  ALL 

1839/6  N-1  G-F 
1840  N-2  F-VF 

and  price.  I am  not  a 


EUGENE  STERNLICHT,  EAC  #2131  9441  Evergreen  #306 

Ft.  Lauderdale,  FL  33324 


Superior  Ruby  I,  2/74,  with  PRL  neatly  posted  $20. 

Superior  Ruby  III,  2/75,  with  PRL  neatly  posted  10. 

Stack^s,  a run  of  uniform  quality  catalogs  with  PRL's 
neatly  posted,  100  different  1962-1977, 
including  many  "name"  sales;  the  lot,  300. 

TAMS  Journal  Reprints  in  two  books,  Vol . 1-6  30. 

EAC  Sale  Catalogs,  1982  and  1983,  VF  10. 

EAC  Sale  Catalogs,  1985-1993,  8 different  40. 

Stack^s  Van  Roden  Collection,  5/68,  with  PRL  posted  8. 

B 8.  M Norweb  Part  II,  3/88,  with  PRL  10. 


Three  dollars  postage  per  order;  Want  Lists  solicited. 

*****^^^***** 


AUDIO  TAPES  AVAILABLE  FOR  EAC  EDUCATIONAL  FORUM 

$7.50  per  year  postpaid 

1991  - Massachusetts  Silver  - Bill  Jones 
Large  Cents  - John  Adams 

Massachusetts  Copper  - Mike  Packard 
Col.  Green  Coll.  - Frank  Wilkinson 

1992  - Interview  Q & A - Eric  Streiner 

Centering  Planchets  - Eric  Newman 
Half  Cents  - Bill  Weber 

Proof  Large  Cents  - Denis  Loring 

1796  Large  Cents  - Phil  Ralls 

1993  - The  First  Philadelphia  Mint  - Bill  Jones 
The  Randall  Hoard  - John  Kraljevich 

Coin  Photography  - Tony  Carlotto 

Coin  Digitization  & Computer  Display  - Jon  Lusk 

ORDER  FROM;  Litho  Technical  Services,  Inc. 

Attn:  Wes  Rasmussen 
1600  West  92nd  Street 
Bloomington,  MN  55431 

MAKE  CHECK  PAYABLE  TO:  Early  American  Copper 
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LARGE  CENTS  1793-1993 


THE  FIRST  IN  A SERIES  OF  NEDALS  COMMEMORATING  EARLY  AMERICAN  COPPERS 

DESIGN  BY  G.  LEE  KUNTZ 


■;  ^3-1993  ^ 


DOLLAR  SIZED  MEDALS 

AVAILABLE  IN  ‘ BRILLIANT  COPPER 

GOLDEN  BRONZE 
SILVER  PROOF 
OR  AS  A SET  OF  3 
reservati  ons  -for-  the  1794-1994 
FROM:  CHRIS  V I CTOR-MCCAWLEY  P.O.BOX  296 


MINTAGE 

900 

$ 5.00 

MINTAGE 

100 

% 10.00 

MINTAGE 

1 00 

$ 15. 00 

$ 25 . 00 

series  also 

taei  ng 

accepted . 

7 EDMOND  OK 

. 73083 

(405) 341-2213 
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MCCAWLEEY  GRELLMAN  JANUARY  SALE 


OUR  NEXT  ALL  COPPER  AUCTION  FEATURES  THE  COLLECTION  OF  WILLIAM  J.  QUA  IN. 
THE  SALE  WILL  TAKE  PLACE  IN  ORLANDO  FLORIDA  SATURDAY  NIGHT  JANUARY  StH 
WE  WELCOME  YOUR  PARTICIPATION  BY  MAIL  OR  IN  PERSON 


A FEW  HIGHLIGHTS 


:l.794  C-9 


1805  C--4 


1794  S-67 


1802  C-2 


1808  C-3 


1798  S-179 


1803  C-1 


1810  C-1 


1839  N-5 


OUR  SALES  FEATURE  COINS  OF  INTEREST  TO  EVERY  COLLECTOR  FROM  THE  BEGINNER 
TO  THE  MOST  ADVANCED.  IN  LAST  YEARS  SALE  LOT  82  THE  FINEST  KNOWN  1800  NC-1 
BROUGHT  $29,000.  TWO  LOTS  LATER  A PAIR  OF  G4  EARLY  DATES  1800/179  S-196 
1803  S-256  BROUGHT  $30.  IF  YOU  COLLECT  EARLY  COPPER  WHATEVER  YOUR  GOALS 
AND  WHATEVER  YOUR  BUDGET  WE'RE  HERE  TO  SERVE  YOU. 


WRITE  OR  CALL  FOR  A FREE  COPY  OF  OUR  JANUARY  SALE 

CHRIS  MCCAWI...EY  P.O.  BOX  2967  BOB  GRELLMAN  P.O.BOX  951988 

EDMOND  OK,  73034  405-34 J 2213  LAKE  MARY  FLA,  32795  4 07-32 1-874 7 
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39-5 


5 


Booby  Head,  Sharply 
Pointed  Coronet 


No  Underline,  No  Inner 
Berry  at  (CEN)T 


E 


Obverse  5:  Booby  Head;  exposed 
shoulder.  Coronet  tip  is  much  more 
pointed  than  on  other  Booby  Head 
dies,  splaying  far  left  from  the  top  of  L 
similar  to  the  Silly  Head  dies.  Ninth  star 
is  boldly  recut  along  the  right  of  its 
lowest  point.  Very  faint  hints  of  a raised 
ring  appear  before  the  ear,  and  the  curl 
is  broken  before  the  center  of  the  ear. 


Reverse  E:  This  die  is  extremely 
similar  to  Reverse  H,  but  the  legend 
and  wreath  are  stronger  and  the 
dentilation  is  not  as  crisp  as  on  39-10. 
No  underline  below  CENT.  Stems  and 
outer  berry  below  TE(D)  are  complete. 
There  is  no  inner  berry  right  of  T in 
CENT  (diagnostic).  There  is  a doubling 
between  the  outer  two  leaves  under  IC, 
almost  as  if  this  leaf  pair  was  intended 
as  a triplet.  On  worn  examples,  this  is 
still  quite  apparent  as  a double  leaftip 
under  C.  The  broken  left  pendant  of  T 
in  CENT  is  poorly  repaired,  producing 
a ‘notched  top’  to  this  letter.  The  I of 
UNITED,  A of  STATES,  and  final  A of 
AMERICA  each  point  between  dentils. 
On  the  extremely  similar  Reverse  H, 
these  letters  are  all  dotted. 


Striking  Variations:  Dentilation  fades 
slightly.  No  cracks  seen. 


Discussion:  R1,  quite  common  below 
MS.  MS(IO-i-),  AU(several),  XF(many 
many).  In  1979  I published  that  39-5 
and  39-10  were  the  same  reverse  die. 
In  1993  Randy  Snyder  proved  me 
wrong.  Though  fascinating  as  the  most 
highly  distinctive  booby,  the  “Sharp 
Coronet”/’’Missing  Berry”  is  far  too 
common  to  command  a premium. 


The  CENT  Book  John  D.  Wright 
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39-10 


5 


H 


10 


Booby  Head,  Sharply 
Pointed  Coronet 


No  Underline,  Small 
Berry  Right  of  (CEN)T 


Obverse  5:  Booby  Head;  exposed 
shoulder.  Coronet  tip  is  much  more 
pointed  than  on  other  Booby  Head 
dies,  splaying  far  left  from  the  top  of  L 
similar  to  the  Silly  Head  dies.  Ninth  star 
is  boldly  recut  along  the  right  of  its 
lowest  point.  Very  faint  hints  of  a raised 
ring  appear  before  the  ear,  and  the  curl 
is  broken  before  the  center  of  the  ear. 


Reverse  H:  This  die  appears  on 
varieties  1 0-1 2-7.  Extremely  similar  to 
reverse  E,  but  wreath  and  legend  are 
weaker  and  dentilation  is  bolder.  No 
underline  below  CENT.  Stems  and 
outer  berry  below  TE(D)  are  complete. 
Inner  berry  right  of  T in  CENT  is  a 
small  lump.  There  is  a doubling 
between  the  outer  two  leaves  under  IC, 
almost  as  if  this  leaf  pair  was  intended 
as  a triplet.  On  worn  examples,  this  is 
still  quite  apparent  as  a double  leaftip 
under  C.  The  broken  left  pendant  of  T 
in  CENT  is  poorly  repaired,  producing 
a ‘notched  top’  to  this  letter.  Dentilation 
is  extremely  bold.  I of  UNITED,  A of 
STATES,  and  final  A of  AMERICA  are 
each  dotted  by  a dentil. 


Striking  Variations:  Obverse  is 
always  lapped,  showing  an  abcess 
behind  Miss  Liberty’s  lips.  Reverse 
seems  to  be  a late,  lapped  and 
touched-up  version  of  Reverse  E,  but 
the  dentilation  is  bold.  No  cracks  seen. 


The  CENT  Book 


Discussion:  R3-,  rather  common 
below  MS.  MS(4),  AU(6-h),  XF(20+). 
This  was  first  published  by  Newcomb 
in  1940  as  a new  variety,  then  was  de- 
listed by  me  in  1 979  as  a touch-up  of 
Reverse  E,  then  was  proven  by  Randy 
Snyder  in  1993  to  be  a different 
reverse  die.  Newcomb  was  right  and 
Wright  was  wrong  (this  time).  The 
scarcer  “Sharp  Coronet”  normally 
commands  a little  extra,  but  patience 
will  usually  turn  one  up  for  no  premium. 

John  D.  Wright 
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APPLICATION  FOR  EAC  '94  BOURSE  SPACE 


APPLICATION/PAYMENT  DEADLINE  — 18  MARCH  1994 


Please  reserve  for  me  bourse  table(s)  at  EAC  1994  in  Las  Vegas.  I will  need 

extra  cases  and extra  lamp>s.  in  addition  to  the  one  case  and  lamp  provided  with  each 

table.  I enclose  $ 85  , $ 5 and  $1  for  each  table,  extra  case  and  extra  lamp  requested  above. 

Please  list  me  in  the  convention  program  as 

Bourse  assistance  (one  person  permitted) 

The  application  deadline  means  ~ in  the  bourse  chairman's  hands  no  later  than  18 
March.  Bourse  fees  will  be  refunded  to  those  so  desiring  prior  to  the  deadline  date.  Fees 
refunded  after  that  time  will  only  be  to  those  suffering  a bonafide  emergency  at  the  time  of  the 
convention  opening. 

I understand  that  only  numismatically  related  material  may  be  offered,  which  consists 
primarily  of  pre  - 1865  U.S.  copper  coinage,  tokens  and  their  related  literature. 

The  undersigned  hereby  releases  EAC,  its  officers,  directors  and  agents  from  all  liability, 
claims,  demands  and  losses  including  those  claims  arising  from  any  negligence  of  EAC  or  its 
agents.  The  undersigned  recognizes  that  EAC  does  not  maintain  liability  or  other  insurance. 
Insurance  for  the  property  of  the  undersigned  is  solely  the  responsibility  of  the  undersigned. 

A guarded  security  room  will  be  provided  for  the  period  from  2 p.m.,  April  21  through  9 
a.m.  April  22.  EAC  assumes  no  responsibility  for  adequacy  or  performance  of  the  security  room 
nor  for  the  guard  service. 


PRINTED  NAME 

SIGNATURE 

ADDRESS 

PHONE  OR  FAX 
DATE 


PLEASE  MAKE  CHECKS  PAYABLE  TO  EAC  '94  AND  MAIL  TO 
STU  HODGE 

625  COUNTRY  VIEW  LANE 
GARLAND,  TX.,  75043 


